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INTRODUCTION

The Record of Decision for the Fox River Bridges Crossings included several
environmental commitments to be fulfiled by the Kane County Division of
Transportation, with regard to further environmental mitigation for the Stearns
Road Corridor. One of those commitments was to facilitate work by the Forest
Preserve District of Kane County to develop long-term goals for the restoration
and management of properties bought, where the disposition of the properties
may or may not be directly related to either the roadway improvements or
mitigation for direct impacts to environmental resources in the roadway corridor.
These goals and objectives have been loosely termed a “vision document”, and
this report presents the vision of the Forest Preserve District of Kane County for
the long-term management and maintenance of these properties.

The Forest Preserve District's vision is conveyed in the attached six exhibits.
Exhibit 1 includes an overall view of the Environmental Greenway Corridor,
showing its connectivity and the relationship of the major properties addressed in
this document to the Greenway Corridor, and to other properties, which the
Forest Preserve District will also maintain and manage, but whose disposition is
more directly influenced by either the roadway or direct mitigation for roadway
impacts. Exhibit 6 includes Exhibits 2 — 4, showing in more detail the three most
significant sensitive environmental sites, which are called the McLean Boulevard
Fen, the South Elgin Sedge Meadow, and the Sand Hill Annex. The
Environmental Impact Statement refers to the McLean Boulevard Fen as Day's
Fen, but the FPD prefers McLean Boulevard as the title going forward. Exhibit 5
shows, in general, the concept for the site, which is most suitable for direct
mitigation for wetland fill, fill in the regulatory floodplainfloodway, and
management of stormwater runoff for both quantity and quality. Appendix A
contains tables that enumerate and quantify both the short-term and long-term
maintenance or restoration tasks and the associated costs. In all, the
Environmental Roadway Corridor will provide to the Forest Preserve District, at
no cost:

» 216 acres total of open space

» Ofthe total, 116 acres is considered Environmentally Sensitive
An integral part of the Greenway Corridor Plan is interconnecting the major
environmental sites within the Corridor both to promote passage of wildlife and
people. Opportunities to facilitate wildlife movement while reducing
wildlife/vehicle interaction will be further explored beyond concept in Phase Il

design. The multi-use trail includes:

» Seven miles of multi-use trails built by KDOT and transferred to KCFPD:;



+ Two new muilti-use Trail Bridges over highways and one over the Fox
River built by KDOT and transferred to KCFPD.

Further, discussion of improvements at each of the major environmental sites is
included below.

DISCUSSION OF SENSITIVE ENVIRONMENTAL AND
MITIGATION SITES

Exhibit 2, the McLean Boulevard Fen area (known in the EIS as Day’s Fen), is a
site whose overall environmental mitigation value rests with the need to protect a
sensitive groundwater recharge area for the McLean Boulevard Fen. The Forest
Preserve District already owns parts of the Mclean Boulevard Fen area.
However, its viability long-term is highly threatened by development activities,
which are encroaching more and more on recharge areas for the seep. Earlier
studies by the lllinois State Water Survey helped identify the existence of two
different aquifers, one of them shallow and one of them deep, which contribute to
the seepage along the base of the bluff that constitutes the Fen. The upper
aquifer is highly threatened: much of its area has already been mined and other
parts of it have been covered by single-family residential development. The
majority of the purchase was dictated by the need to protect this sensitive upper
aquifer or risk losing the Fen in aerial extent. Also, this area is a valuable
destination point along the bicycle trail, which enhances the connectivity of the
overall Greenway Corridor. Other activities at this site include the establishment
of a bicycling destination, including parking and other facilities, which contribute
both to the maintenance and management activities of this parcel. The
immediate construction/restoration work includes the following:

» Enhance and protect 11.8 acres of predominantly Fen vegetation

* Restore 36.7 acres of mesic prairie in a savanna mosaic

» Restore 8.5 acres of dry-mesic prairie with an oak/hazel savanna

* Provide a 10 to 20 space car parking lot and bicycle destination point

» Provide vegetative screening from adjacent industrial land use

The South Eigin Sedge Meadow, Exhibit 3, is a sensitive environmental site
adjacent to the majority of the high quality South Elgin Sedge Meadow area. The
highest quality environmental resource is on land still under private ownership,
although it is currently being negotiated for dedication as an lllinois Nature
Preserve. The restoration activities on this site include creation of an accessible



natural environment, and reversal of certain anthropogenic activities related to its
former use as single-family homes. The immediate construction/ restoration
work includes the following:

» Create a native vegetation buffer of 4.8 acres

» Manage and enhance habitat value of existing 5.8 acre pond/wetland
complex

* Remove turf grass and restore 11 acres mesic prairie in a savanna matrix
o Create a buffer of sumac along railroad

» Construct a bicycle destination point

Exhibit 4, the Sand Hill Annex, illustrates a mitigation site that provides
continuity for the Greenway and Environmental Corridor. There, activities are
mainly re-establishment of certain ecological communities, including a Black Oak
Hill community. The name is derived from the Sand Hill Prairie community to be
restored. The immediate construction/restoration activities for this site include:

* Restore an 8.4 acre oak community
¢ Restore 10.0 acres of sand hill prairie

The area shown on Exhibit 5 labeled “The Direct Impact Mitigation Site” is a
property currently utilized to grow and market landscaping materials by Midwest
Groundcover. This proposed plan for this property includes a number of existing,
enhanced, restored, and created environmental resources whose design
character is driven by other resource agency requirements. The vision document
includes post construction and permit sign-off, maintenance, and management of
the direct impacts mitigation site. This site will include wetiand mitigation for
direct impacts from the roadway project, as well as the ongoing maintenance
activities associated with stormwater management ponds. The impacts to be
mitigated at this site are:

1. Create (restore) 7.8 acres of impacted wetland at 1.5 to 1 for a total of
11.7 acres of new wetland.
2. Provide 12.8 acre-feet of compensatory storage for floodplain fill.

After establishment and acceptance by permitting authorities, alf properties not
containing roadway facilities are to be turned over to the Forest Preserve District,
at no cost, with the improvements and the first five years management activities
funded by the roadway agencies.
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APPENDIX A:

SUMMARY OF MANAGEMENT, RESTORATION, AND

ANTICIPATED COSTS
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