












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WREDLING SCHOOL - 7/14/98
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1 VOLUME I rage 1 . . Page 3
. N 1 argag in the middle of the county. So that's my
2 opinion.
? 3 * & ¥
4 TN RE: F¥ox River Bridge Crossings
. 4 MRS. WILLIAMS: Elaine Williams,
] 5 328 Qak Street, North Aurora, 60542,
, 6 Actually, we do need the bridge, 1
. sral soments taken during che pabiic 7 realize that, but I don't know if Oak Street's the
9  hearing of the above-entitled matter, held at 8 answer. The traffic now is horrendous. You cannot
106  Meoseheart Campus, North Aurora, Illinols, taken by 5 siton your front pOl'Ch, for the traffic is juSt
11 Cheryl Brabac, a CSR in the State of Illinols, on 10 continual and trucks and the boom boom’ the stereos
12 the 16th day of July, 1998, commencing at the hour 1 gOing‘ But anyway, if ﬂ}ey widen it’ it's gOing to
13 o 2:00 arcieck poa. 12 make it closer to our house. Also, there's a ditch
i 13 in front.
L 14 And we have several parties a
. 15 year, big ones, you cannot park in front of our
. 16 house, and they said this is not going to change.
e 17 1 thought maybe there would be a place for
‘s 18 on-the-street parking. Our company has to park
20 19 on Cherry Tree Court.
a1 20 And another thing, whether the
22 Janiles Helnemann & Beacclatas 21 bridge goes through or not, we definitely need a
2 Cortlrles Shorhand Roportors 22 traffic signal at 31 and Oak Street. I take my son
" Tt o caara80t092 23 to work in Batavia. We've gotten so we cut through
24 that new area and come out on Mooseheart Road «- 1
Page 2 Page 4
1 MR. YAHNKE: My name is Steve Yahnke. 1 don't know what that street is there -- because you
2 I'm a Kane County Sherift's Deputy Sergeant on 2 can sit down there sometimes 10 minutes, can't make
3 patrol. 3 aleft turn, sometimes not a right turn. It should
4 Of all the projects that 1've seen 4 either be a four-way stop or a traffic signal, and
5 here today, the one that makes the most sense is 5 it's going to get worse.
6 the Red Gate Road Bridge. From a law enforcement 6 I don't know what my other comment
7 point of view for the County, the Red Gate Bridge 7 will be.
8 allows us the most access to the most people. The 8 I understand we will have a
9 other projects that are in the city, there's 9 sidewalk; that will be a big help.
10 already access available for emergency services. 10 And what else? 1 think
11 However, presently, if you're -- if 11 something else. I made notes.
12 an officer is on the east side of the river between 12 John, can you think of something?
13 South Elgin and St. Charles, and is dispatched to a 13 No, this is just for Oak Street.
14 call to the western edge or into Campton Township, 14 This other thing concerns Sullivan Road. 1 think I
15 that deputy may have to drive as far as seven or 15 pretty well covered -- we need the -
16 eight miles out of his way to go either north into 16 MR. WILLIAMS: Well, it's -- they need
17 South Elgin or south into St. Charles to get across 17 to do something, and 1 think it would probably
18 the Fox River so that he can provide emergency 18 improve --
19 services for the center area of this county. 19 MRS. WILLIAMS: Yes, we teally need
20 So I think the majority of the 20 the --
21 deputies would stand in support of the Red Gate 21 THE COURT REPORTER: Do you want your
22 Road Bridge. That would make our jobs a lot 22 comments noted?
23 easier, and it would allow us to provide better 23 MRS. WILLIAMS: Well, his would
24 services to Campton Township and to the surtounding |24 probably --

JANICE HEINEMANN & ASSOCIATES (630) 986-5486

Page | - Page 4




FOX RIVER BRIDGE HEARING

Condenselt™

MOOSEHEART CAMPUS - 7/16/98

Page 5 Page 7
1 MR. WILLIAMS: We're in the same place, 1 lines? 1 own my parking lot, pay taxes on it.
2 so it doesn't matter, and feel pretty much the same 2 1 need it to stay in business. Why are you ali of
3 way. 3 a sudden changing the rules? You've got plenty of
4 THE COURT REPORTER: But I don't know if 4 land there to do what you need to do. Go ahead and
5 you want your name to appear. 5 doit. I'm for the bridge. Let's put the bridge
6 MRS. WILLIAMS: Well, your name can go on 6 in, but let's keep it within the boundaries of the
7 there. I mean -- 7 property that you currently own.
8 MR. WILLIAMS: Sure, John Williams. 8 Just because the engineers get out
9 MRS, WILLIAMS: - Patrice, too, my 9 their box of crayons doesn't mean that you all of a
10 daughter's over there. We're all Williams. 10 sudden need to throw your right-of-way up into the
11 Tdon't know if she's going to come over here. 11 air and say, "Oh, yeah, sure, let's look at what
12 So thank you. 12 the engineers are doing and let’s go ahead and do
13 *xx 13 what they're recommending.”
14 MR. RUBY: My name is Mark Ruby. Tam 14 I made my business decision, a very
15 the village president of North Aurora, and I'm 15 expensive business decision, based on knowing where
16 officially representing our board today and making 16 their right-of-way was going to be. Now, if that
17 a statement about the bridge. My address is 617 17 right-of-way moves, I'm out of business. So, I
18 West State Street, in North Aurora. 18 mean, if you own it, build the bridge, keep it
19 I have been -- I've said that 19 within the right-of-way, and be done with it,
20 already -- I've been authorized to make a statement 20 period.
21 here that our board unanimously is in opposition to 21 e
22 the plans to build the new bridge across the Fox, 22 MR. HRUBANT: Donald Hrubant, 717 Harmony
23 and that we feel that a Sullivan Road bridge, along 23 Court, North Aurora. I'm a private homeowner.
24 with the improved bridge we have now and an 24 I can't see how they can consider
Page 6 Page 8
1 improved intersection at Route 25 and 56, would 1 Qak Street Corridor with all the homes and the
2 best serve our community. 2 schools on it. And I would think Sullivan Road
3 * ko 3 would be a much better choice, and even Mooseheart
4 MR. BURGESS: My name is Tom Burgess. 4 Road, I mean, considering the number of homes
5 The address and my business is 119 Butterfield 5 involved and so on.
6 Road, in Nerth Aurora. 6 * ok
7 I purchased the property two years 7 MR. BACHUNAS: My name is Gary Bachunas,
8 ago, and at that time, the right-of-way, we believe 8 1Ilive at 207 Timber Oaks Drive, in North Aurora,
9 we didn't have any problems. We knew that 9 and I'm one of the citizens who lives along the
10 eventually there would be a bridge, but with the 10 proposed route, only about a biock off of Oak
11 right-of-way sitnation that they had, we thought 11 Street.
12 that we were in good shape in purchasing the 12 I've been to several of these
13 property. 13 before. It seems like every couple of years they
14 They have plenty of right-of-way 14 keep bringing this up and someone seems to be
15 there to do what they're proposing; however, 15 intent on building these bridges no matter what the
16 they're also expanding their right-of-way into my 16 public opinion is.
17 parking lot that I need to turn semi-trailers 17 Our town seems to be wholly opposed
18 around in in order to be in business. So if they 18 to a four-lane highway and a new bridge that will
19 alter the right-of-way to the degree that they're 19 cut our town in half, In fact, I do believe our
20 suggesting that they do in the engineering 20 city council has made a resolution that they oppose
21 drawings, then I'm going to be out of business. 21 the building of the bridge connecting Route 56 and
22 When we bought the building, we 22 Qak Street, and I'm also opposed to the building of
23 understood where the right-of-way was. You own the {23 that bridge.
24 right-of-way. Why are you going outside of the 24 Again, like 1 say, it would cut our
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| community in half. It's a2 major highway right 1 a cement bridge put up, so we had an aerial view of
2 through the center of a residential section. And 2 the whole area.

3 it, I believe, would destroy the aesthetic value of 3 Having seen the aerial view, we all
4 our downtown area, 4 looked at it and said, "Why don't they take the
5 After living here for 20 some years, 5 bridge and move it up to Oak Street, because then
6 it seems like a bridge could be located down 6 we could build a bridge and a dam and do everything
7 somewhere near the tollway bridge, putting one 7 all at one time and cross over into Qak Street,”
8 bridge next to another bridge, and therefore 8 but when Qak Street used to be nothing but
9 combining the site of what a bridge looks like when 9 farmland. There was no houses on Oak Street at the
10 you stand underneath it. 10 time. And this is not that long ago, because I'm
11 I'm probably guilty of the use of 11 still alive.
12 avoiding the tollway bridge by getting off of the 12 But, in any event, the powers that
13 expressway at Route 59, taking Route 56, crossing 13 be said, "No, we can't do that. Can't do that.
14 the river at the bridge that exists now, just to 14 It's not material to our decision." So we said,
15 avoid the 40-cent toll in both directions, because 15 "All right, you can't do it, you can't do it. Why
16 it does add up to 200 or 300 some dollars a year. 16 can't you do it?" and they didn't have any answer.
17 Mt seems like if you made the crossing of the 17 All they had was "We can't do it, we can't do it."
18 bridge at I-88 a non-toll, that you would get a lot 18 1, as one, I can only -- I think
19 more people using the expressway corridor than 19 we're all dead and gone now -- I think I'm the only
20 currently use it 20 one left now as a former board member -- not a
21 And another option I've thought of, 21 board member, a zoning member.
22 is right along the high tension wires that run 22 But, in any event, I said, you know,
23 across the river again, putting one semi-eyesore 23 Isaid, "It's very interesting that you people
24 next to another semi-eyesore. | know it doesn't 24 will now say, 'No, we can't do it,"" but I said,
Page 10 Page 12
1 line everything up, but sometimes you have to 1 "25 years down the road, you're going to come back
2 rtealize that the people live here in the Fox Valley 2 and say, 'Hey, we got to do that. We got to move
3 region simply because it is a picturesque area, and 3 the dam, we got to move the bridge, we got to move
4 if we want to live in the City of Chicago with 4 everything.'" 1 said, "And yet today you won't do
5 bridges and skyscrapers, then we would move to the 5 it because we have a wooden bridge that's going to
6 City of Chicago. 6 be replaced by a cement bridge, or a dam rather,
7 * ok 7 and it's going to be -~ well, it's going to be
8 MR. VARNAS: My name is Ferd Vamas, 8 replaced by the cement dam and the wooden dam, but
9 115 Elm Avenue, North Aurora. 9 yet, if you look at the lineup of the aerial view,
10 I used to be on the zoning board in 10 the aerial view said the logical place to go would
11 North Aurora when Jim Voss was mayor. Everybody |11 be across the river, across the dam, out Oak
12 has forgotten me by this time. At the time I was 12 Street, take Butterficld out that way."
13 on the zoning board, we used to have two meetings, 13 That's long before we had the --
14 one down at the village hall, one up at Helen's 14 what do you call that up here -- the Red Fox —
15 Tavern, But that was up on the top of the hill 15 well, the forest preserve has got a thing up here.
16 before it became whatever -- all 1 know is it's the 16 But anyway, now that's become a hazard; you can't
17 same -- it's Pat's today; it was Helen's then at 17 go through there. See, you know, there's always a
18 the time. 18 reason. ButIcan't-- I can't think of anything
19 As a member of the village board, we 19 clse.
20 used to have a meeting downtown. Then after the 20 The only other answer that we got
21 meeting, we'd go up to Helen's and we'd discuss 21 was "It can't be done. It can't be done, it can't
22 what we discussed before. And so one evening -- we {22 be done,” and our question always was "Why can't it
23 used to have a wooden bridge in North Aurora at the 23 be done?" But we never got a legitimate answer.
24 dam that was going to be condemned, taken down, and {24 And so the powers that be decided that we were not
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1 going to put the dam where we wanted it to go 1 We are a village of 9000 people, a
2 across Oak Street. We didn't want a bridge across 2 residential village of 9000 people, and you put a
3 the Fox River at Qak Street because it was all out 3 main highway right through our little community,
4 in the country at the time. And I think that's 4 it's just going to destroy our quality of life.
5 about it, because I can't think of anything else. 5 I worry about kids having to cross, to get to
6 It seems so illogical, so illogical 6 school. We have a grade school on one side of the
7 that a human being would say, "No, it can't be 7 proposed highway, a middle school on the other
8 done," because if you looked at the aerial view, it 8 side, the library’s on one side. I just don't
9 said that that's the logical way to do it, go 9 understand their rationale to help traffic move
10 across the Fox River, move the dam up there at Oak 10 along faster at the detriment of a whole
11 Street. Instead of that, they put it down below 11 community's way of life. We're a quiet little
12 here and left everything open for fishermen. 1 12 village.
13 can't think of anything else. 13 You know, up until just a short time
14 A 14 ago, we only had three traffic lights in all of
15 MS. LEACH: My name's Janet Leach. 15 North Aurora. And now, all of a sudden, you know,
16 Tlive at 602 Oak Street, in North Aurora, Iam 16 this main highway that's going to be a straight
17 on the Messenger Public Library Board of North 17 shot from Kirk Road to Orchard Road zooming through
18 Aurora; I'm on the DuPage Library Board. 18 our little community, I just don't understand it.
19 Obviously, living on Oak Street, 19 Thinking again, just remembering
20 1 would not like to see this project go through. 20 that the village has grown in just a short period
2t Aside from losing a community feel -- oh, how canT |21 of time from a little village with just three
22 say -- it would be almost impossible for our 22 traffic lights, and now with this main high going
23 children to walk to and from school. Even with 23 through, to increase traffic at the detriment of
24 increased crossing guards, it would not work, 24 the whole community, it will just change the whole
Page 14 Page 16
1 because the crossing guards would not be there 1 way of life here in North Aurora.
2 24 hours a day, they'd only be there during school 2 I understand you can't stop growth,
3 hours. And on one side of the street is the school 3 the village is going to grow. We are no longer a
4 and on the other side of Oak Street is the park. 4 little community of three traffic lights and a
5 1 also see the bridge being 5 couple thousand people, but 1'd like to see the
6 detrimental because of where the library is 6 growth controlled to a point to where it would
7 located. The east side would have no casy access 7 improve our quality of life instead of completely
8 to the library whatsoever. I don't feel coming 8 destroying it.
9 down the little frontage road south of the bridge 9 i x
10 would be feasible for all of the people on the east 10 MS. MARTIN: My name is Shirley Martin,
11 side, and it doesn't seem like they're given any 11 108 West Oak Street, North Aurora.
12 alternative to that, aside from going across the 12 I am against the road coming down
13 new bridge, down 31, and back across the old 13 Qak Street. I feel that this would be not good for
14 bridge. And so both things 1 fecl are very 14 the community. It's the main through-street
15 detrimental to the community. 15 through North Aurora which divides the community in
16 xR 16 half. You've got a grade school on one side that
17 MS. YEHNERT: Dorothy Yehnert, and I live 17 the children would have to cross. [ think you
18 at 307 Hillside Place, North Aurora. 18 should find other alternate routes.
19 You know, in talking to the 19 1 said, otherwise, you know, why do
20 gentleman, he's talking about helping people 20 we have a community like North Aurora? Take one
21 decrease -- decreasing travel time. Well, in order 21 half of Oak Street and give it to Aurora, take the
22 for traffic to zoom faster, they're saving, you 22 other half and give it to Batavia, and just scratch
23 know, three, five, eight minutes, but we're Tuining 23 North Aurora off the map--I'm sorry.
24 a quality of life. 24 I feel that possibly you should be
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Page 17 Page 19
1 looking at maybe Sullivan Road or Mooscheart as 1 they park on the access road now. I think a better
2 another alternate route, which would leave the 2 idea, since some money has been funded by the
3 wvillage intact. Thank you. 3 federal government already, is Sullivan Road
4 ¥k 4 Bridge.
5 MR. CARLSON: My name is Gary Carlson. 5
6 I'm from the Holmstad, which is located at 700 West 6 -—-ofo—-
7 Fabyan Parkway, in Batavia. 7
8 The concern I have over the bridges 8
9 is because the Holmstad is a retirement community. 9
10 We have 600 people living on the campus, about 400 |10
11 of whom are still in an independent living setting, 11
12 many of whom still drive. 12
13 With the increased traffic on Fabyan 13
14 Parkway over the last number of years and the 14
15 expected increase in traffic in the future years, 15
16 the access that our residents will have onto Fabyan 16
17 Parkway will become more and more dangerous with {17
18 the possibility of more traffic accidents and 18
19 problems associated with that with the residents 19
20 there. 20
21 The concern would be then that the 21
22 Butterfield Bridge would take some of the load off 22
23 of traffic going from west to east or east to west, 23
24 thus relieving some of the traffic, some of the 24
Page 18 Page 20
1 backup, some of the congestion that would be g AT mon)s 5s.
2 existing on Fabyan Parkway, and thus affecting the 2 coutyoncook )
3 safety of the residents of the Holmstad. 3
4 * ¥ % 4
5 MS. VAN LEIRSBURG: My name is Jeanic 5 E, Gy, kasiaz, csi, do hereby certify
6 Van Leirsburg, 947 Britta Lane, Batavia. 6 that [ am a court reporter doing business in the
7 My home backs up to Fabyan Parkway, 7 State of Ninois; that [ roported in shorthand the
8 and the traffic is increasing dramatically. The 8 testimony had at the hoaring on July 16, 1998 of
9 mnoise level is so high, and being able to make a O said causc; and that the forrgoing is a trie and
10 left-hand turn is almost impossible at certain 10 correct transcript of my shorthand notes so taken
11 times of the day to get out onto Fabyan. And I 11 a8 aforesaid.
12 guess I feel that perhaps the building of another 12
13 bridge on Oak Street would perhaps alleviate some 13
14 of that traffic. That traffic may -- some traffic 14
15 may funnel down here to Oak and provide us a fittle |15 MW
16 relief. 16 Cheryl Brabeo
17 *Ex ¥7 Cites Nor OB001 T8
18 MR BROWN: Charles Brown, 610 Qak 18
19 Street, North Aurora. I'm against the bridge 19
20 over the river in North Aurora or the Fox River 20
21 connecting 56 to Qak Street because of safety 21
22 concems, mainly, backing out of your driveway into 2
23 a major thoroughfare, no parking for the Highlands 23
24 Park. Nobody's got a place to park their car; 24
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Page 2 Page 4
I MS. BROWN: It's Leonora Brown. 1 live at 1 be coming through North Aurora. Thank you very
2 610 Oak Street, North Aurora, right across from the 2 much,
3 park. 1am totally opposed to this widening of Oak 3 ¥k %
4 Street because the median strip will be done away 4 MR. FITTING: My name is Charles Fitting.
s with, which is in front of our house. And all the 5 I live at 320 West State Street, North Aurora.
6 heavy traffic will go right past our front yard. It 6 And I'in definitely against it. I think it will ruin
7 will be hazardous just to back out of our driveway. 7 the village. We have enough — too much traffic the
8 The noise level will go up. There will be accidents § way it is with two lanes. If we get four lanes
9 and all sorts of other things., There are people 9 across the river, it will be just like a state
10 that live on my block that have young children. 1 10 highway. And I think it will really ruin it for the
11 have lived in the same house since I was a newlywed, [11 village.
12 which is almost 34 years. My husband and I had not |12 bl
13 planned to ever move, and ] really feel that the 13 MR. SMITH: Kenneth Smith. My address is
14 residents should be considered in this. That's 14 2501 South River Road, Batavia. It may not mean
15 about it. 15 anything but it's where the bridge would have been
16 * 16 built if the Mooseheart Road project had gone
17 MR. LEACH: My name is Kerry Leach. 1 live 17 forward. I'm very happy that you are not going to
18 at 602 Oak Street in North Aurora. I would like to 18 take my house. I am very much in favor of
19 voice my opposition to the Oak Street/Route 56 19 straightening out Oak Street and connecting it to
20 Bridge, and state I'm in favor of the Sullivan Road 20 Butterfield Road. I would hope that the decision
21 Bridge in Aurora. I believe that the bridge will 21 regarding where the new bridge will be built won't
22 increase the traffic flow immensely. It would 22 be left to the elected politicians of North Aurora.
23 affect the safety of the residents in North Aurora, 23 End of comment.
24 especially the kids that use Goodman School, even 24 *x
Page 3 Page 5
1 though there might be a crosswalk put in over Oak | MR. GORHAM: The name is Ralph Gorham. 1
2 Street. If that was to be the case, that would come 2 live at 214 Qak Street, North Aurora, right on the
3 right into my front yard and I do not want that. I 3 main drag there where they want to widen it. We
4 believe that would affect the property values, 4 have a problem getting out of our driveway now, let
5 having a four-lane road and a crosswalk, besides the 5 alone having more traffic and more -- not only that
6 looks, it would make it feel more like a major city 6 but taking property off of the front of my yard. 1
7 with crosswalks over expressways. 7 had an Evergreen in since 1961 that is 50-foot tall
8 The increase to four lanes would § and 25-foot wide.
9 increase the traffic flow east to west where 9 MS. GORHAM: They might have to take part
10 currently there is Fabyan Parkway, East-West 10 of that. I'm hoping not because it's a beautiful
11 Tollway, 188, and possibly the Sullivan Road Bridge I1 tree, and it blocks it out of the wind and the rain
12 and would provide east-west access within a very 12 and snow and things like that.
13 small distance. I believe that the Oak Street and 13 MR GORHAM: So we are very opposed to the
14 Route 56 on the other side of North Aurora should be |14 Qak Street crossing of the river. We don’t mind the
15 kept as is to keep a feeling of a village of North 15 Sullivan Road crossing. In fact, we prefer it to go
16 Aurora, a community with a hometown fecling, and a |16 to Sullivan Road. That's all [ have got right this
17 smaller city with some growth that there is 17 minute.
18 currently tollway. And if a Randall Road 18 MS. GORHAM: T would say the same thing as
19 interchange would be put in, that would atlow 19 him, and my name is Mary Ann Gorham. We are husband
20 traffic from the east and west to get off at Randall 20 and wife.
21 Road to be able to access any development west of 21 *Ex
22 Randall plus the development that's going on in the 22 MS. LESTER: Qur name is Jim and Bonita
23 Batavia area on Randall Road. And I believe that 23 Lester, 735 Harmony Court in North Aurora. It backs
24 would eliminate a lot of the traffic flow that would 24 up to Oak Street. We bought three years ago. Our
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1 builder told us we were at the limit for being close 1 I know they have already bought part of the
2 to Oak. In other words, we couldn't add on a porch, 2 property, and 1'd like to see them kind of split it
3 a back porch, because we are too close. We probably 3 up where Qak Street is only three lanes, one turn
4 are 45 feet at the most from Oak Avenue or Oak 4 lane and lanes in both directions. And I would also
5 Street, 1 understand that they could come in and 5 like to where the Aurora Bridge, which will go in,
6 take as much as 30 feet of our property, which would 6 turn lanes at Butterfield and 25, plus turn lancs at
7 be our bedroom and living room unbelievably. We 7 31 and the new bridge. And I think that would
8 couldn't live there. We could not live there at 8 funnel enough traffic in all directions. It would
9 all, We have lived there for three years. It's a 9 help everyone and not impact the west side so much.
10 senior citizen development. We have worked all our 10 That's basically it.
11 lives to build this, and then this is going through. 11 %
12 It's very upsetting. The property would not be 12 MS. VAN DYKE: Barbara Van Dyke, 24 Monree
13 worth, you know, what we would hope it would as time {13 Street, North Aurora. And I would just like to make
14 goes on that we would live there. 14 the comment that if they would put in the Sullivan
15 The real upsetting thing - Well, the 15 Bridge, Sullivan Street -~
16 first naturally is coming through our living room 16 MR, JUMP: Sullivan Road.
17 and our bedroom. The second thing is that the 17 MS. VAN DYKE: Sullivan Road, I guess it
18 possibility of coming through Oak Street rather than 18 is, Bridge, I think that would alleviate putting it
19 going Mooscheart Road, which would be a direct route |19 in at 56. That would take care of it. That’s all.
20 to Orchard to make the curve to Qak and go through 20 i
21 people's homes, lives, senior people, churches, the 21 MR. GORHAM: Due to talking with some of
22 whole thing, rather than they are choosing people 22 the gentlemen, 1 have discovered that the oyster
23 over disturbing Red Oak and that is very disturbing. 23 beds that were checked in 1996 is north of the
24 Red Qak can be - Tt's animals. They can be 24 present working of the bridge but doesn't mean that
Page 7 Page 9
1 nestled in another particular place without any 1 in the future the river couldn't clear and oysters
2 problem. To think that animals are a hittle bit 2 would be environmentally taken into consideration.
3 more important than human lives and senior citizens 3 I think it should be checked and rechecked again and
4 and all is just devastating to us, and we are so 4 see if it would comne into existence again. My name
5 close to the line. It's just -~ Our property would 5 is Ralph Gorham again.
6 be worth absolutely nothing. And naturally, I'm 6 *xx
7 sure if anyone lived on Oak, as we do, they would be 7 MS. LINDENMEYER: My name is Janice
8 very upset also. Thank you. & Lindenmeyer, and I live at 3921 West State Street in
9 e 9 North Aurora. 1 have been a resident of the village
10 MR. MARTIN: Richard Martin, 746 Harmony 10 for 47 years, grew up there as a child. And I think
11 Court, North Aurora, My location is such that we 11 we need a socicty for the preservation of a
12 are within 30 feet, 30 yards -- no -- 30 feet of the 12 neighborhood or a community that works. We have
13 proposed construction. I think this is going to 13 worked real hard to kecp gangs out of our
14 concern us in the future, and I would hike to have 14 neighborhoods, to keep our baseball going, to keep
15 somebody come out and explain it to us in a little 15 our churches going. And this road right through Oak
16 more detail. That's about all. 16 Street will destroy our neighborhood. And our
17 *EF 17 beautification committee just worked so hard and we
18 MR, JOHNSON: My name is James Johnson, I 18 have got established more than a dozen crabapple
19 live at 409 Spruce, North Aurora. And I see their 19 trees along the parkway. Now those will be bull-
20 proposal here, and 1'd kind of like to sce a 20 dozed down. And instead they are going to have to
21 counterproposal where they are not impacting the 21 figure out how to beautify these inner city
22 west side so much. But us people on the east side 22 pedestrian crosswalks, you know, that are wrapped in
23 definitely do need it. I do think Aurora is 23 cyclone and sit there ready for gang graffiti and
24 eventually going to put the bridge in by themselves. 24 turf wars. I mean we have really worked hard to
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1 keep gangs away, but this will be a problem for us. 1 it and split the community. That I think is very
2 And then there are Iots of hard 2 sad, especially in view of the fact that they have
3 working -- 1 know half the people that live on Qak 3 now Orchard Road, which is a straight shot up to
4 Street who have lived there most of the 20, 30 4 Randall out Mooseheart Road. Now Mooscheart Road is
5 years. And they have paid their taxes, they have 5 developed houses on one side and Mooseheart on the
6 worked hard, they have kept their property up. And 6 other side, which is a lot of room for right-of-way
7 in reward, they are going to have this road going 7 without imposing on people’s property, without
8 within inches of their picture windows. They are 8 breaking up the community to go right across the
§ not going to be able to back out of the driveway. 9 river, no additional cost, And they already talked
10 Most of them now are senior citizens, and [ just 10 about, "Hey, we could have 56 go to 25 and widen

think that's totally -- That's the way we reward

25" 25 already is a right-of-way. The river has

12 all the old people in our country, we just mow them 12 already split the city. T mean the river was there

13 down. 13 before the city was there, you see. So it seems to

14 Let's see, also, we belong to a church 14 me immanently suitable to make a pass like that.

15 that is going to lose a whole row of parking which 15 And yet, we have what I consider to be a really

16 we desperately need. We need to build our church 16 stupid and ridiculous federal law that says, "I'm

17 larger. And at the same time the EPA says we can't 17 going to save this little forest preserve at the

18 enlarge our sanctuary to the back of the property 18 risk of splitting a whole community.” And in my

19 because we are on a flood plain. The State just 19 mind, that is shear stupidity. So that I can only

20 screws us every which direction we go. 20 say the people who are making these decisions are

21 And then I'm watching -- 1 go every 21 incompetent. ['m sorry. That's my opinion. I'm

22 morning to work at construction at Randall, and why |22 not sorry. 1'm sorry what they are doing, 1'm not

23 are we spending the money there if they are going to 23 sotry for my opinion.

24 turn around in a year or two and tear it all apart 24 **x

Page 11 Page 13

1 again, It just makes no sense to me at all. 1 MR. KOCH: My name is Daniel R. Koch. My
2 MR. LINDENMEYER: I'm Michael Lindenmeyer, 2 address is 330 Sharon Lane, North Aurora, [llinois,
3 same last name. I'm with her. 3 60542. My comments pertain specifically to the
4 MS. LINDENMEYER: He's only lived there 4 North Aurora Bridge proposal from Butterfield Road
5 30 -- wait — 29 years. 5 to Oak Street. I, first of all, object to the idea
6 MR. LINDENMEYER: That's not important to 6 that the bridge is even being proposed again since
7 me. What's important to me is I think the lack of 7 the people of North Aurora have unanimously elected
8 foresight and, in my opinion, rather incompetent 8 not to support it on more than one occasion by both
9 behavior of the people who have made these 9 referendum and meetings such as this one. My

10 decisions. And part of the issue they say is, 10 objections on behalf of North Aurora involve the

11 "Well, we can't go through Red Oak Nature Center. 11 fact that the road will separate the village, cut

12 We can't. We just can’t split that because that's a 12 off the northeast corner of North Aurora from the

13 government law." And I agree there are laws and 13 rest of the village, limit our access to Hightand

14 sometimes laws are very stupid. What bothers me is 14 Park, the village hall, the library, and the stores

15 what they are thinking of doing is splitting a 15 in that area including the testaurant. It will

16 community. And if they had done this 20 years ago 16 either increase our costs in terms of homeowner

17 before North Aurora grew, before North Aurora had 17 insurance due to the limited access to the fire

18 expanded beyond Oak Street, if they said, "Okay. We |18 department or increase our cost and taxes because it

19 are going to take so much land for this road," as 19 will have to construct a fire departinent to service

20 they had Route 56, then North Aurora would probably (20 the northeast side of North Aurora, which has grown

21 have expanded differently. Okay. So it seems to me 21 considerably over the last couple of years and will

22 rather stupid that they wait until these communities 22 probably grow for at least another year or two.

23 grow on both sides of the highway of the road on Qak |23 There is also the consideration of the

24 Street and now we are going to make a highway out of |24 impact on the society of North Aurora in that two of

Janice Heinemann & Associates
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1 our major functions, the 4th of July celebration and 1 being a one way, that they are going to keep Monroe
2 the August North Aurora Days will be severely 2 open.
3 curtailed by the existence of the bridge, as that is 3 MR. BOGDAN: Right. Monroe is only going
4 the area where the bridge is being built - will be 4 1o be open to right-turn traffic out and left-turn
5 built, where we have our fireworks displays and our 5 traffic in. Right?
6 celebrations on both of those occasions. Both of 6 MS., BOGDAN: Iguess.
7 those things will be gone if they build the bridge. 7 MR. BOGDAN: So I mean we would only be
8 The increased traffic is also an 8 able to get out on Oak Street one way without having
9 objection since it will considerably increase the 9 to travel around the block.
10 traffic on Butterfield and on Oak. I also object to 10 MS. BOGDAN: It's pretty obvious we will
11 the idea of the stressed importance of this bridge 11 never be able to progress because no one would ever
12 when a bridge will in all likelihood be constructed 12 want to buy that home. So I guess that we are just
13 at Sullivan Road, which is not even half a mile 13 looking that maybe they could just take all of those
14 south of the proposed site for the North Aurora 14 homes. There is four homes there that they are
15 bridge. The fact that it is so close and that 15 talking about. And it's right next to the fire
16 Indian Trail, the new Indian Trail Bridge is another 16 station and the activity center, and maybe North
17 half mile south of that, suggests to me that we do 17 Aurora could use that property for something more
18 not need a third bridge within a mile, mile and a 18 valuable than homes just becoming slum homes.
19 half, section of the river, that that will not ease 19 MR. BOGDAN: Their only purpose would be
20 east-west traffic any better. So why do we even 20 able to be rental properties, and you wouldn't be
21 need the North Aurora Bridge, particularly in light 21 able to draw the type of tenants that would upkeep
22 of the objections that have been raised. That's 22 and make it worthwhile. I'm done.
23 all, Thank you. 23 MS. BOGDAN: Obviously, we are against it.
24 * % % 24 * %k *
Page 15 Page 17
1 MR. DAY: Charles Day, 503 South Railroad 1 MS. BODIN: My name is Susan Bodin. I live
2 Street, Montgomery, Illinois, 60538-1427. I was on 2 at 805 Magnolia Drive in North Aurora. 1 have lived
3 the County Board from 1961 to 1972 and the Oak 3 here for three years. We have children. Hundreds
4 Street-Butterfield alignment for a bridge was 4 of young children live in our community in Willow
5 discussed way back during those days and probably 5 Lakes and will have to cross over Oak to get to
6 before and seemed like the most logical and sensible 6 schools and to the ball fields and the playgrounds.
7 approach to bringing the traffic across the river 7 1t seems like the worst possible place to put a
8 without going through the S-turns in North Aurora as 8 40-mile-an-hour four-lane road. And I fully support
9 it is in Montgomery. And I would like to just go on 9 the Board's decision to promote the Sullivan Road
10 record as being highly in favor of that alignment in 10 Bridge because it would in my opinion divert a lot
11 that completion. I hope to live long enough to see 11 of traffic that would otherwise come down Oak.
12 it come into being. Thank you. 12 One of the developer's comments was
i3 *xx 13 that if a large-scale mall were to go in near
14 MR. BOGDAN: It's Scott Bogdan. 1 live at 14 Orchard Road a lot of extra traffic would further
15 369 Monroe Street. The proposed bridge is going to 15 congest Oak Street; but I think that realistically a
16 take out our neighbor's house and the pavement will 16 lot of the visitors to the mall, the proposed mall,
17 be 54 feet from my property line. 1I'm opposed to 17 would actually be taking major arteries like 88 and
18 the building of the bridge. And if the bridge does, 18 Randall and Orchard and probably wouldn't impact Oak
19 in fact, go through, we will be looking for either 19 Street as much, especially if there were Sullivan
20 someone, the County or the Village, to purchase our 20 Road Bridge to relieve Oak Street.
21 property or some other type of financial 21 I think that widening Oak Street would
22 compensation to compensate for the loss of our home, 22 turn our community into a bifurcated version of
23 the property value. 23 Schaumburg and would completely alter the character
24 MS. BOGDAN: Mention about the strect only 24 of our community. I am 100 percent opposed to it.

Janice Heinemann & Associates
630.986.5486

Page 14 - Page 17




In Re: Fox River Bridge Crossings

7/16/98

Multi-Page ™

Mooseheart
Public Hearing

o0 1 h th B W

P I T S U U U
Bl N = O 00 =) o L B W R = D

Page 18
£ k%
MS. BRAUER: I'm Mary Brauer. I live at
318 Dee Road in North Aurora. I have lived here 25
years. | have seen other new developments go in on
the other side of the river and how it's congested,
the road at the intersection on 25 and 56. And 1
remember when the community was not like that. And
I feel like with the new -- all those new houses out
there to get traffic across it really needs to have
the four lanes going across the bridge, and [ really
support it 100 percent.
1 also feel like the subdivision that
was built on Oak Street, let's see, it would be on
the north side of Oak Street, should have had a
grade school put in there because that's the issue
is the kids crossing the street to get to the grade
school. If there was a grade school over there, the
impact wouldn't be felt as much as it seems to be

right now. So that's it.
* %k X
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STATE OF LLINOIS ;
55,

COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

1, JANICE H. HEINEMANN, CSR, RMR, do
hereby certify that I am a court reporter doing
business in the State of Hlinois, that | reported
in shorthand the testimony given at the hearing of
said cause, and that the foregoing is a true and
correct transcript of my shorthand notes so taken as
aforesaid.

-

aniee R, RMR.
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1 MR. PETZEL: Geoff Petzel, 1631 Ravine 1 Woodcrest Lane, Dundee. We would be affected by the
2 Lane, Carpentersville, Illinois. Thad been 2 Bolz Road, and we have no objection to it.
3 reviewing the environmental impact statement 3 *kx
4 previous to today, and I noticed a couple things 4 MR. AVELAR: My name is Marc Avelar,
5 that bothered me. One of them was the egrets. It 5 Address is 2073 Peach Tree Lane, Algongquin, 60102,
6 says that no egrets were found in the area. They 6 T am also an elected village trustee from the
7 aren't state endangered, so 1 don't know that that's 7 Village of Algonquin. I do live in Kane County. 1
8 a big deal then. And 1 have sighted them there 8 am here strongly to support the Bolz Road Bridge and
9 before. About two weeks ago I sighted one. They 9 transportation corridor both as an individual and as
10 live in the area. I have been secing them for 10 an elected official representing my 21,000 plus
11 years. I don't know how the statement could have i1 constituents,
12 missed that. I have also seen green herons, which 12 Bolz Road is needed for the
13 were not even in the report, and are not a common 13 transportation infrastructure, long-term
14 bird either. 14 transportation infrastructure future of northern
15 The report bothered me because it 15 Kane County and the Village of Algonquin. In
16 didn't mention the soils, the specific kinds of 16 conjunction with the western bypass, which McHenry
17 soils in there, and that would affect how they are 17 County approved earlier this year, Bolz Road will
18 going to excavate the site; and it does not mention 18 complement those efforts in alleviating the traffic
19 that, Therefore, T think that needs to be reviewed 19 congestion at Routes 31 and 62 in downtown
20 a little bit, 20 Algonguin. But also equally as important is what
21 Mr. Avelar from Algonquin in today's 21 this will do for northern Kane County and Dundee
22 paper wrote that he says it's a quality of life 22 Township. The transportation corridor/Bolz Road
23 issue, And I think the real key is that who is the 23 plan to extend would extend into 1200 acres of
24 quality of life issue for, Carpentersville or 24 undeveloped land in Kane County, which the Village
Page 3 Page 5
I Algonquin. And it's a quality of life issue for 1 of Algonquin wants to convert into a business park,
2 Algonquin. It's going to benefit Algonquin because 2 Algonquin Business Park. At this point the Village
3 it is going to relieve traffic from their town and 3 has contracted with two reputable firms, Gruen &
4 it's going to take away the congestion from their 4 Gruen Associates and Teska Associates, to develop a
5 bridge. It's going to also help them develop their 5 plan and strategy in order for the village board to
6 town more. He said that one of the reasons he wants 6 proceed in attracting good, credible businesses into
7 the bridge is so they can develop 1200 acres sonth 7 our business park. While Bolz Road Bridge and
8 of I believe Randall, and all that is going to do is 8 corridor is not a comerstone of that strategy, it
9 going to add more congestion to Carpentersville, and 9 would enhance that strategy and for the benefit of
10 it's not going to benefit Carpentersville 10 all residents not only of Algonquin but the entire
11 whatsoever. 11 Dundee Township area. It will allow us to bring
12 I don't believe this bridge will work. 12 good-paying jobs, both white collar and blue collar,
13 I don't believe it's worth the money, and I don’t 13 for the local economy. These are plans which will
14 understand why Mr. Rage has such a big deal about 14 be implemented over a 20-year life span but, like
15 it. 1 don't know how he could be supporting this 15 transportation, you have to look very long-term,
16 bridge when he doesn't support an easement going 16 very future down the road.
17 through the forest prescrve in Hampshire. He 17 Additionally, there have been some
18 supports an easement in a forest preserve 1o put a 18 facts that have happened and some things that have
19 bridge through that we get nothing out of, but he 19 changed since the Dundee Township advisory
20 does not support an easement in Hampshire Forest 20 referendum last November 4, 1997, During that time,
2} Preserve where we arc going to get $1 million for 20 21 the referendum was narrowly defeated by a very slim
22 acres. | don't understand it. 22 margin in Dundee Township. Since that time, the
23 ** % 23 Village of Algonquin has implemented the
24 MR. WILLETT: James Willett, 18 N 607 24 recommendations of the McHenry County Transportation

Janice Heinemann & Associates
630.986.5486
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Page 6
Advisory Committee for dealing with the traffic
problems at Route 31 and 62. Most notably is the
implementation of a right-turn lane from westbound
62 to northbound Route 31 in addition to a western
bypass. Therefore, Algonquin has made sufficient
amount of sacrifices and investment for its
long-term future in downtown with the western bypass
and that solution from McHenry County. However, a
part of that solution also includes the construction
of the Bolz Road Bridge corridor. According to the
transportation study of 1995 through 1997 up to
14,000 cars a day by the year 2020 will be diverted
from downtown with a western bypass and the Bolz
Road corridor. Therefore, there will be some
diversion of traffic; but it was not to the 25 to
35,000 plus, which was demagoged during the advisory
referendum campaign.

Additionally, west side facilities

being built in Dundee Township on the west side of
the Fox River were claimed and many of the opponents
of the Bolz corridor said, "Well, let's let these be
built." It has taken a court order for the Village
of Carpentersville's Fire Department to build a west
side fire station in Dundee Township. And the last

(== RS = RV T I S )

10

13

20

Page 8
comparison to other bridge corridors the Bolz Road
Bridge and transportation corridor is by far the
best and most effective way, long-term
transportation solution for northern Kane County.

I respectfully ask the Kane County
Board to approve Bolz Read and approve funding to
begin as soon as possible in order to prepare a
proposal for the 2002 Federal Transportation bill.
I ask this, once again, as an individual and
constituent in Kane County, as well as an elected
official for all of the residents in the Village of
Algonquin currently at 21,000 residents. I thank
you for your time. My number is in the phone book
if anyone wishes to speak with me on this, and once
again I thank you.
* %k ¥

MR. BOYLES: My name is Ralph Boyles. I
live at 99 Birch Street, Carpentersville, Iilinois,
60110. From what I understand and from the
information that I have been given, cither in like
the presentation today or newspaper articles, we
need the bridge. We need it near us. 1 believe
there possibly will be fewer people affected. 1
would hope that the people handling it would give

WOSe -1 o A B L )
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Page 7
school referenda had failed, which included new west
side facilities, and now some of the bridge
opponents are talking about defeating the west side
recreation center as part of the Dundee Township
Park District referendum. Therefore, that rhetoric
which was given last fall has been disproven to the
point where we truly need better transportation and
access for local traffic in addition to regional
traffic which Bolz Road would bring.

Finally, and just as important, the
Village of Algonquin has set aside up to 40 acres of
right-of-way for the Bolz Road corridor. This 40
acres of right-of-way will not have to be purchased
by Kane County. It's a savings to taxpayers
estimated at $3.2 million, and those are
conservative estimates, which have been validated by
Algonquin's village engineer. This makes the
Bolz Road corridor even less expensive than the $55
million price tag, which has been set in the
environmental impact stady. And to my knowledge,
those savings have not been factored into the Kane
County EIS, 1have formally requested those savings
be implemented, and I hope the County Board will

take those into account in showing that in

23
24

Page 9
those affected a fair price that I think they are
entitled to. But I do think that we have to realize
that the houses have been built. There needs to be
means of transportation for those people to get back
and forth either to work, to play, whatever.

It appears as there is fewer people
going to be affected in this Bolz Road corridor than
there would be in a number of other places. From
the standpoint of voting, if I was to vote today, as
I am saying, I would be for the bridge, I would like
to sec it progress in a timely fashion.

The people that are opposing it at
times bother me because if they live out here they
should keep in mind that the people that lived here
before them also opposed a lot of the building that
went on and the same house that they may be living
in. So we have to consider the fact that this is a
natural feeling and that I think we have to take it
into consideration and build these bridges so that
the flow of traffic and the ease of getting to and
fro from work is not a burden,

As an example, environmentaily looking
at it, we say we shouldn't run lawn mowers in ozone
high days, whatever they call it. Yet, we object to

Janice Heinemann & Associates
630.986.5486
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1 a bridge that's going to eliminate cars stopping and 1 anyway. What do you want to say?
2 standing and idling for hours every night and every 2 MR. ZARBOCH: Get in here and sit down,
3 evening or every morning and every night, We need 3 You can say it better than I can.
4 to eliminate that. If people are so concerned about ] MS. ZARBOCH: We don't feel it's going to
5 the environmental, why the bridge needs to go in. 5 do the job that it's supposed to do because we have
6 e 6 watched the traffic patterns.
7 MR, ZARBOCK: My name is Howard Zarbock. | 7 MS. BETTERTON: Shouldn't Algonquin take on
8 live on Angelina Place Road in Dundee Township, not | 8 more the responsibility?
9 Algonguin. 9 MR. ZARBOCH: Definitely.
10 MS. BETTERTON: It's the corner of Angelina 10 MS. ZARBOCH: The fact that they are going
11 and Bolz. 11 to give up so much and pushing so hard to make sure
12 MR. ZARBOCK: At the corner of Angelina and 12 that it goes through would indicate to us that they
13 Bolz. And I hereby say I'm against this bridge, and 13 have more to gain than Kane County.
14 1 have no use for it. Algonquin will only benefit 14 Jump in. He's in the same situation.
15 from it, not Kane County or the residents in our 15 MR. SMITH: Donald Smith, 116 King Williams
16 section, 16 Street, East Dundee, Illinois. 1 have been involved
17 MS. BETTERTON: It will ruin what you see, 17 in East Dundee living and with business there for 50
18 What about your view? What about where you live? 1 |18 years. I feel that we are doing nothing but
19 mean environmentally, what about your property? 19 subsidizing McHenry County's — solution to McHenry
20 MR. ZARBOCK: Well, we have got the birds 20 County's traffic problems. We have alternates that
21 there. 21 could very easily -- They have the right-of-way in
22 MS. ZARBOCK: And endangered species. 22 Algonguin. At this point to put the bridge, to
23 MS. BETTERTON: How long have you lived 23 double-deck the existing bridge in Algonquin it
24 there? 24 would disrupt very few businesses. [ don't think
Page 11 Page 13
] MR. ZARBOCK: Thave lived there 50 years, I the cost would be any greater. They have no
2 but my wife has lived there all her life. 2 right-of-way to acquire, they already have the
3 MS. BETTERTON: And she is 78. 3 right-of-way. They would probably disturb three or
4 MR. ZARBOCK: She was born and raised in 4 four different businesses. Most of them are taverns
5 the old house. The new house was built in 1967, 5 or service stations.
6 But we tore down the old house then. It was all 6 MS. ZARBOCH: That gentleman said they are
7 right to build back in '67. Now all of a sudden we 7 going to buy those taverns anyway.
8 can't build nothing there anymore because the County 8 MR. SMITH: Are they?
9 says it's flood plain. We have never had a flood 9 MS. ZARBOCH: Yes.
10 there. 10 MR. SMITH: I feel that there is alternate
11 MS. BETTERTON: We would like to -- 11 solutions. There is two alternate solutions. You
12 Wouldn't you like to tell them that another site 12 have a tollway south of Elgin that can handle
13 would be better? 13 anything coming eastbound or westbound, whichever
14 MR. ZARBOCH: Oh, definitely. Another site 14 way you are going, and use a Randall Road exit, put
15 would be better. 15 another crossing on the Fox River, use it -- not a
16 MS. BETTERTON: Like to relook at the -- 16 toll road. Use it as a free exit for people that
17 MS. ZARBOCH: Lake Marian. 17 live in that area. They say you might have to
18 MS. BETTERTON: Lake Marian. 18 change the state legislature. Why don't we change
19 MR. ZARBOCH: Lake Marian. 19 it then.
20 MS. BETTERTON: And County Road corridor 20 MR. ZARBOCH: Yes.
21 again, 21 MR. SMITH: Randall Road is four lane now
22 MR. ZARBOCH: But that's all political. So 22 all the way -- will ultimately be within two years
23 is this political. That's a lot of boloney. 23 all the way to Crystal Lake. There is going to be
24 MS. BETTERTON: They need to hear it 24 so much developed out here that I can notice it now,

Janice Heinemann & Associates
630.986.5486
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1 and I think these people can notice it. My eyes ] MS. ZARBOCH: All their lives.
2 burn all the time like we are in the Los Angeles 2 MS. BETTERTON: A lifetime. Prior to that,
3 basin, and you can't tell me that adding another 3 my mother's family has owned that land for 110 years
4 25,000 cars a day is going to ease the situation. 4 or so. So it's easier to move those people out than
5 1 have grandchildren and 1 have other 5 to move businesses that have only been there three
6 people that have grandchildren that are suffering 6 or four years or these brand-new homes that have
7 from asthma. It was unheard of in my day, believe 7 only been there two years. Why is it easier that
8 me. Andit's not -- They said it's a health issue. 8 way? As far as we are concerned, it is not. It
9 It's a health issue for Algonguin so those people 9 hurts us. And we want people to know that.
10 don't suffer from high blood pressure for being in 10 MS. ZARBOCH: We did not buy the land for
11 their own traffic jams -- 11 speculation. We purchased -- My dad purchased it
12 MS, ZARBOCH: We are immune to it. 12 because he wanted to raise his family there.
13 MR. SMITH: - that they have created. 13 MR, SMITH: That's right.
14 MS. BETTERTON: And also why don't the 14 MS. ZARBOCH: Iraised my family there.
15 villages assume more the responsibility for these 15 It's peaceful. It's quiet.
16 things that impact the rest of the already 16 MS. BETTERTON: It's beautiful. It's the
17 established community, why don't they think before 17 Fox River. It's beautiful. They are going to ruin
18 saying, "Yes. Let's build 800 more homes," Where 18 that,
19 do they think this traffic is going to go in the 19 MS. ZARBOCH: It's one of the very few
20 first place? So, again, I mean that's water under 20 spots on the Fox River that is quiet and serene.
21 the bridge at this point; but let's put the 21 Why not preserve it?
22 responsibility back on the cities that allow the 22 MS. BETTERTON: Put it on existing road.
23 growth to take place in the first place. I'm not 23 Why uproot? Why ruin something else that they don't
24 saying that the other cities don't have growth, but 24 have to do?
Page 15 Page 17
1 the huge impact we all know is north of | MS. ZARBOCH: I mean they are tatking about
2 Carpentersville. Carpentersville has taken the 2 quality of life for new people?
3 burden of the traffic problems going through 3 MR. SMITH: We'll deprive ourselves.
4 residential. A lot of the higher economic 4 MS. BETTERTON: What happened to open
5 communities make sure that traffic patterns don't go 5 space?
6 through their neighborhoods but Carpentersville 6 MS. ZARBOCH: Quality of life for us
7 doesn't have that luxury, unfortunately. Traffic 7 doesn't count?
B goes through their neighborhoods. So can't they 8 MR. SMITH: If I may.
9 relock at establishing Bolz Road into an existing 9 MS. BETTERTON: Go ahead.
10 facility? There are existing facilities that they 10 MR. SMITH: The people in Dundec Township
11 have negated at this point. 11 two years ago, two or three years ago, voted in the
12 MS. ZARBOCH: To wit, the Lake Marian Road. 12 referendum to provide $18 million for the
13 MS. BETTERTON: Lake Marian Road. 13 acquisition of open space and the preservation of
14 MR. SMITH: We don't even need 1t in 14 open space. Now they want to blacktop and pave five
15 Carpentersville. Put it up in McHenry County. 15 miles.
16 MS. BETTERTON: Where is McHenry County? 16 MS. BEFTERTON: And bring in 30,000 cars
17 How come they are not included in this map and these {17 every day.
18 bridges? They have the biggest amount of people I8 MR. SMITH: And bring in 30,000 cars.
19 coming through all these other towns to get back 19 MS. BETTERTON: What happened to open
20 home. Where is their -- Why is their city not on 20 space?
21 these maps? I don't understand that. And we want 21 MR, SMITH: To stimulate the development,
22 1o know why it's not there. So we are - It's 22 future development. Most of that development is
23 casier to move people out that have been there 23 going to end up in McHenry County. Most of your
24 for — 24 commercial development will be in the McHenry County
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I portion of Algonquin you can bet.

2 MS. ZARBOCH: It so states it on —

3 MR. SMITH: That's right. And I have lived

4 in Kane and Cook county all my life, mostly in Kane
5 County. And I have never seen Cook County, Lake
6 County, anybody, come to the rescue for Kane

7 County's dilemma, to rescue them like we are

8 supposed to do in Algenquin. That's exactly what
¢ they are asking us to do.
10 MS. BETTERTON: Anything else?
11 MS. ZARBOCH: No. My biggest point is that
12 T don't feel I have to disrupt my life from a home
13 that I hope to stay there all my life.

14 MR. SMITH: That's right.
15 L3 3
16 MR. PETZEL: Geoff Petzel, 1631 Ravine

17 Lane, Carpentersville. T was reading over the

18 Environmental Impact Statement about five minutes
19 ago, and 1 was reading that it said that there is

20 not going to be any adverse effects on wildlife.

21 All it said is that it will be a site problem

22 because now you have a big bridge going through a
23 nice area. And the problem with that is two things.
24 One, it will affect the wildlife. And two, it's

obviously, we are going to be affecting their
habitat and we are threatening them.

Now, another thing that we haven't
mentioned is the part about the plant life. Now, I
could have experts come out if necessary. 1 know
many people have done research out there and have
documented the plant species out there. There is at
least - On a floral guide there at least three
species that are rated a ten. You can't get any
higher than that. There is two plants that I know
of in that area that are rare, and there is another
one that's uncommon and is a very high quality
plant. Now, what we are doing is we are taking away
some high quality things out of this preserve and
that is just not acceptable.

Bolz Road is not going to benefit the
public if you are taking away these natural
features. There is no way you can do that. Yes, it
might relieve some traffic for our immediate area,
the Carpentersville Bridge, the Dundee Bridge and,
of course, for Algonquin. But how can you affect
the wildlife in the area if you are just benefiting
traffic, you can't. Like I said, it's shooting
yourself in the foot. Thank you.

probably the most beautiful view in the area. You

1
2
3 Forest Preserve. In both spots you don't have to
4 put up with any noise. You don't have to put up
5 with a bridge. You don‘t have to put up with the
6 roads. All you have is the bike path. If you get
7 near the river on the other side, there is a
8 beautiful view of the Bruner property. You have Oak
9 Savannah that it's going to go right through. 1
10 mean you are ruining on¢ of the best views in the
11 County. I don't know how you can do that. That's
12 like shooting yourself in the foot because when the
13 County Board is in charge of the forest preserves
14 and transportation, they are ruining the forest
15 preserve to benefit transportation. It doesn't make
16 any sense.
17 Now, wildlife, how could you say that
18 having a bridge that produces that much noise is not
19 going to affect wildlife? There have been numerous
20 reports that say roads are bad for wildlife.
21 Wildlife won't cross roads unless it's common
22 animals like raccoons or something but that doesn't
23 matter. But if we are talking about, you know,
24 endangered birds or any type of animal that is rare,
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MS. JENDRUCZEK: James and Donna Jendruczek
family, 2 Autumn Trail, Barrington Hills, Illinois.
Well, 1 have been very disappointed because the
people whose land is taken haven't beard anything or
haven't gotten any kind of other information in
reference to when this is going to happen. I would
like to know when the hearings are, and 1 would like
to know what's going to happen to the people. What
is going to happen to us? When are these hearings?
When will we know? We have already had eight years
of listening to public gencral meetings, and I'm
disappointed that we can't get any substantial
information other than maybes.

* k%

MR. FISER: Jim Fiser, 235 Butte Lane,
Carpentersville. I wrote this article and T would
like that brought up if I could, if you want to copy
it. 1 want it back. "The Voters Said No."

"Conceming the Article in the Daily
Herald: 'Carpentersville's Bridge up for Vote
Again,' the majority of the people in
Carpentersville voted for the trustees to represent
them on issues that were important to them and the
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1 community. When the referendum came up for vote, I the cost. 1 don't know where the money is going to
2 the majority of the people voted against the Bolz 2 come from because the costs are so high, and 1 don't
3 Road Bridge. Now some of the elected officials want 3 think Kane County can afford to build such a bridge.
4 to change their vote in favor of the bridge. Why? 4 1 believe the traffic problem could be
5 These same elected officials say that they want more 5 resolved in other ways in treatment of existing
6 business in Carpentersville but at the same time 6 roads. Also, if Algonquin would build their own
7 want to keep down the traffic on our aging roads. 7 bridge in McHenry County, that would relieve
8 It seems that a bypass would divert traffic away 8 probably 90 percent of what the congestion is on 62.
9 from the established businesses and at the same time 9 And then the Carpentersville residents even in the
10 discourage new business ventures in Carpentersville, 16 new developments would disperse between the other
11 The people voted for more green space. The elected 1} crossings, you know, Route 72 and 190 and the Main
12 officials want to put in more concrete, take away 12 Street Bridge. So I think it's Algonquin's problem
13 homes, cut down trees and disrupt wildlife by 13 and it should not be put on the Kane County
14 building this bridge. How will this decision help 14 taxpayers to relieve the congestion from 62. That's
15 our community? Jim Fiser, Carpentersville." 15 basically what [ want to say.
15 I'm an opponent of the bridge. | 16 A
17 don't want the bridge. 1 don't think it's going to 17 MS. SWIDERSKL: Joy Swiderski, 23 Fir
18 do Carpentersville any good whatsoever as you will 18 Street, Carpentersville. 1 don't want the bridge.
19 read in the article there. They were saying onc of 19 I don't see why we should pay for their problem. We
20 the biggest Bolz Road boosters is the Algonquin 20 don't need any more traffic. It's going to affect
21 village board, which I can understand why. They 21 me and the price of my home and my livelihood. And
22 have got the traffic problems. As far as 22 1don't see why they can't put one in Algonquin
23 Carpentersville, we don't have the traffic problem. 23 somewhere or put a double-decker over this, They
24 They view the bridge as a piece of the puzzie to 24 have got them in other places, why couldn't they put
Page 23 Page 25
1 address massive traffic tie-ups at Route 62 and 31. 1 one here? And I just plain simply don't want it.
2 And Mr. Marc Avelar said that you can't make this 2 It's not our baby and we shouldn't have to pay for
3 decision on emotion, you have to look at the facts. 3 it. Okay.
4 Okay. Then in the other paragraph he 4 * ok
5 also admitted Algonquin is eyeing Bolz Road Bridge 5 MR. GANEK: Bill Ganek, I'm village manager
6 as the key to developing a 1200-acres business park 6 with the Village of Algonquin, The village has been
7 southwest of Randall Road and County Line Road. 7 on record supporting the Bolz Road Bridge. After
8 They are saying one thing, and then they are saying 8 reviewing the impact study, we feel that it is the
9 another. 1 just feel that the elected officials, we 9 most logical, the most cost effective, and most
10 had a referendum, it was not binding; but I feel 16 envirommentally sound solution of all the bridges
11 that the elected officials should do their part in 11 studied. This is not recommended by the village to
12 representing the community that elected them. And 12 solve existing problems as much as prevent problems
13 the people voted it down. They didn't want it, And 13 from getting worse,
14 T just think it's going to be just more concrete and 14 The Village of Algonguin has taken its
15 more of a mess for Carpentersville basically. So 15 share of sotving traffic problems at 31 and 62 with
16 that's about all I have got to say. 16 the development of the westem bypass, which will
17 i 17 triple the amount of traffic that can go through
18 MS. JACOBY: Diane Jacoby, 26 Hickory 18 that intersection, which would be equivalent of
19 Drive, Carpentersville. I'm opposed to the proposed 19 adding a couple more lanes on the bridge. So the
20 Bolz Road Bridge mainly because of the displacement |20 idea of solving traffic problems in Algonquin is
21 of citizens, destruction of wildlife and a very 21 being addressed and is being done through the
22 scenic area that we have in our community, Jt will 22 recommendation of McHenry County Highway Department,
23 also move or displace parts of Hickory Hills Park, 23 McHenry County Board, with the development of the
24 which is in District 220 I believe it is. And also 24 western bypass. The Village of Algonquin does not
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1 accept that improvement without some costs, There 1 village. This is going to harm it. It doesn't do
2 are buildings that will be lost with the development 2 any good for our parks. It doesn't do any good for
3 of the western bypass. So the Village of Algonquin 3 our traffic congestion. It doesn't do any good for
4 is doing its share and then some to solve a regional 4 our children. All it is going to do is make it
5 problem. We also feel that with the growth in 5 easier for Algonquin to develop, and I don't know
6 Algonquin, Carpentersville, Huntley, the Dundees, as 6 anybody from Carpentersville who says they want it.
7 well as portions of McHenry County, that a bridge is 7 Thank you.
8 needed and the Bolz Road location is the logical & ok x
9 choice. 9 MR. CIOCHON: Thaddeus Ciochon. I live at
10 Another suggestion would be that it 10 37 W 380 Mason Road, Elgin, Illinois. T think that
11 was expressed that Kane County with the $9 million 11 the bridge should be built to benefit more people in
12 from the federal government would not be enough to 12 Kane County than splitting it between Kane County
13 build one bridge let alone two. A suggestion would 13 and McHenry County. 1 think we need easement of
14 be that they use that $9 million from the federal 14 traffic not only on Route 62 but also on Route 72,
15 government to at least design, do the phase one 15 which is in Kane County. I think the people should
16 engineering and land acquisition for the top two 16 work on relieving our traffic in Kane County and not
17 bridges, likely to be Bolz Road and the South Elgin 17 worry about McHenry County. Thank you very much.
18 Bridge. In that way, the plans and the right-of-way 18 *xx
19 would be in place for two future bridges; and then 19 MR. JACOBY: My name is Robert Jacoby. 1
20 time can be spent from this point on in trying to 20 live at 26 Hickory Drive, Carpentersville, THinois.
21 fund either or both of those bridges through federal 2t I'm a trustee of the Village of Carpentersville, and
22 dollars or whatever sources we can develop. Okay. 22 I represent all the people of Carpentersville, We
23 hldied 23 had an election where the people had a right to vote
24 MR. ROPINSKI: My name is Peter Ropinski, 24 for or against, and the residents of Carpentersville
Page 27 Page 29
1 610 Wendt Avenue, East Dundee. I'm in favor of the 1 were almost two to one against the bridge. I am
2 bridge. 1I'm not too much in favor of the bridge 2 against the bridge for that reason plus for the
3 crossing where it's at, | think the bridge should 3 environmental impact that it's going to have on the
4 cross the river on the Kane County and McHenry 4 wildlife as well as the swrrounding communities, the
5 county line because it would be a better access for 5 plants, the habitat, everything connected with it,
6 everybody to go there, and another bridge put down 6 so that's basically it.
7 at the end of Route 25 at Hagers Bend, across the 7 il
8 river, and join up with Route 31, Virginia Road, so 8 MS. KINGSBURY: Michelle Kingsbury,
9 the people can get to Crystal Lake and the places in ¢ 17 N 710 Adams Drive, West Dundee. I don't want
10 the northwest suburbs in McHenry., And I would like |10 this. I will take a small bridge. I don't want the
11 to sec McHenry and Kane County split the bill on a 11 highway. It's going to disrupt my life. I'm going
12 County Line Road extension all the way out to 12 to smell pollution. I'm going to hear traffic. You
13 Randall Road up to the high school which would help. |13 are going to incur increased population growth.
14 I'm not against the Bolz Road Bridge. I mean that 14 Algonquin is going to benefit for it most. So if
15 would help, too. But I think the bridge should be 15 Algonquin is going to benefit for it the most, have
16 on the County Line Road. 16 McHenry pay for it. I don't want my tax dollars pay
17 *xx 17 for it.
18 MR, YUNKER: Lynn Yunker, 109 Golfview 18 Also, if you build it, they will come,
19 Court, Carpentersville. I feel that this bridge is 19 And they already have major plans for economic
20 going to benefit the people from Algonquin so 1 20 expansion. We would be much better off using
21 really feel that they should move it out to 21 existing arcas like Frontage Road along 90 where it
22 Lake-Cook Road to the Algonquin area. The Village 22 wouldn't cost so much or a couple small community
23 of Carpentersville has worked very hard to start 23 bridges, which Don Rage supports. And I don't know
24 changing things and make things better in our 24 why he's pushing this. Of course, it's not in his
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} back yard, so — I'm going to live a mile from it. 1 connection with this project at all, whether they
2 And I don't want to particularly live next to 2 own land, housing, have partners or family who do
3 Route 53, which is this is going to be. And they 3 who would profit by this acquisition. That's a big
4 should call at Bolz Highway. It's not Bolz Road, 4 question on my part.
5 it's Bolz Highway, call it what it is. 5 The problem that was stated in today's
6 *xx 6 Daily Herald, and today is the 22nd of July, 1998,
7 MR. HUFF: My name is David, last name is 7 was that Algonquin now has announced that they want
8 Huff. The address is 18 N 301 Sawyer Road. It's 8 to develop an industrial park on a 1200-acre site;
9 Dundee, 60118. My comment would be regarding the | 9 and they are looking for this road to service that
10 Bolz Road Bridge project that instead of helping 10 area. And ] think that that pretty much focuses
11 traffic it's going to exacerbate the traffic 11 kind of a selfish outlook from Algonquin whose
12 situation. It is simply like the little Dutch boy 12 village officials have done more than their fair
13 who stuck his finger in a dike. When he pulls the 13 share to create and generate all the traffic that we
14 finger out, the water is going to flow all over the 14 have in this area. 1 do not think that it's right
15 place. That's a function of the roadway. That's 15 and proper that a road be built just to accommodate
16 also a function of the kind of development that is 16 that,
17 going on out there. There will be a severe economic 17 I wanted to add one other comment and
18 impact on Hauser that is adjacent to this project. 18 this would be directed both at IDOT, it would be
19 And it's been my own personal 19 directed to the Kane County Division of
20 experience that the property values will drop 20 Transportation, and would be directed to the people
21 anywhere from 15 to 20 percent. Since this is such 21 who are running this bridge study who have
22 a large portion of most people's income, estate and 22 undertaken this work. And the comment is this: To
23 financial picture, it has a very adverse impact on 23 not look at the economic impact that this is having
24 it. And more studies should be done regarding that. 24 on existing residents in the area as well as the
Page 31 Page 33
I More studies should be done on the roadway itself 1 quality of life impact that it's having on residents
2 from an engineering standpoint of how to minimize 2 of this area and will have on residents of this area
3 and how to lessen that impact. 3 is an abomination. And how you can do truthfully a
4 My other concern is that the township 4 study and not take that into account is beyond my
5 residents that voted on this Bolz Road issue, they 5 imagination.
6 voted it down. It is apparent that the majority of 6 *xxx
7 the people do not want this in their area. And! 7 MS. SCALFARO: My name is Margaret
8 don't think that it's a job of the government to do 8 Scalfaro. Address is 975 Chippewa Circle,
9 something that the majority of the people do not 9 Carpentersville, IHlinois. In going over the
10 want it to do. So it deals, in effect, with a 10 Environmental Impact Study, I was surprised that
1t representative kind of government. Whether 11 there was a section that said that Bolz Road wasn't
12 representatives will listen to us or if they are 12 controversial because we have had many meetings and
13 going to choose to go ahead and do something. There |13 a lot of the citizens came out to express their
14 are other alternative plans that are on the table 14 displeasure with the idea over and over again. So
15 for this project that more than address some of the 15 it's been a matter of record. And I did bring a
16 issues connected with the traffic, but the most 16 number of newspaper articles that were written on
17 basic thing would be to stop some of the development {17 this subject. (See attached.)
18 that's going on, at least take a look at the density 18 On several occasions the citizens
19 of the housing that's going in, and ask some 19 addressed the Carpentersville board on this issue
20 questions about that. 20 and it was overwhelmingly negative from the
21 I would also question and would like 21 citizens. And on two occasions the Board voted to
22 answered in writing whether or not any of the 22 oppose the plan. The one meeting was on July 15th
23 officers who serve in county government, any of the 23 of '97. And the second time they voted to oppose it
24 elected officials, have any sort of a financial 24 was on November 18th in '97. And I didn't find that
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1
2
3

anywhere in the statement. I think it's important.
But somewhere near the back of the statement it says
Carpentersville supports the Bolz Road Bridge. So I

MS. STAPLES: It's Mike and Elaine
Staples, 1500 Richmond Lane, Algonquin. Our
concerns are, first of all, how this is going to be
funded. T mean it's a $60 million project, but they

1
2
3
4 think that's a gross inaccuracy, 4
5 1 have another article I would like to 5 are only getting $9 million federal. So we really
6 include from a McHenry County paper. {See 6 can't -- All these new homeowners can't afford more
7 attached.} McHenry County is pushing for the Bolz 7 in their taxes.
8 Road Bridge in Kane County because it would shift a 8 Second thing is they are putting this
9 lot of their traffic problems into Kanc County. And 9 road right through the middle of two subdivisions
10 because that highway runs two blocks from my house, |10 full of children, small children. And if they put a
11 1really don't want to see that happen. I don't 11 50, a 40 mile out there, which is going to be 50,
12 want to see all the traffic generated north in 12 and everybody can cut through our subdivisions, I
13 McHenry County being routed past Route 66 and down (13 don't feel people are really going to take the time
14 through my neighborhood. It doesn't make sense and |14 to slow down for the small kids. I just don't think
15 it isn't good for my neighbors or me. 15 it's a good place for it back there in the center of
16 Also, I am very concerned about the 16 two big subdivisions like that. The funding and the
17 park in our neighborhood because it would be wiped 17 location are not a good thing.
18 out if this highway went through. And it's the only 18 bl
19 place in the neighborhood that the children really 19 MS. EMERSON: We are Ed and Sarah Emerson.
26 have to play as far as a park. And it's a beautiful 20 That's 7 Hickory Drive in Carpentersville.
21 park, and we all walk out there. There is a lot of 21 Basically I have lived there for 43 years. It was
22 beautiful natural things out there. And I think to 22 my parents' house, and I bought it when they
23 deprive a residential area from a sanctuary like 23 retired. So I'm a long-term resident of
24 that would be a very bad thing. We just don't have 24 Carpentersville. And in my opinion, the Bolz Road
Page 35 Page 37
1 anything else. And there isn't anyplace elsewhere 1 Bridge is not at all to benefit Carpentersville. It
2 where something of that nature could be put in there 2 is strictly to benefit the people of Algonquin.
3 for us. Okay. 3 They are trying to push their problem off on us. 1
4 o 4 think it's a very bad place to put a bridge. If
5 MR. KINGSBURY: I'm Bill Kingsbury, and I 5 they wanted a bridge to benefit Carpentersville,
6 live at 17 N 710 Adams Drive in Dundee. And I'm 6 they should extend Lake Marian across the river
7 against it, Bolz Road anyway. 1 think if you are 7 because that's more centrally located in the town,
8 going to relieve the congestion in Algonguin I think 8 MS. EMERSON: Sarah Emerson. And ] agree,
9 the road should be in Algonquin, not in the poorer 9 I think Bolz Road is the worst thing they could do.
10 half of Kane County, the people whom can't really 10 I do not think tearing good homes down to put in a
11 fight it. So that's basically all I have to say. 11 bridge is right. Lake Marian has nothing between
12 ¥ *x 12 where it ends and crossing the river to go over the
13 MS. ZORDANI: Teckla Zordani, 19 N 056 13 Miller Road. To me it would be less hassle. They
14 Angelina Place, Algonquin, 60102, And I think I 14 wouldn't have to separate families from homes they
15 have been there since '53. And now all of a sudden 15 have probably been in for years. And I think it
16 they are trying to push me out. My old age, 1 think 16 would do more for Carpentersville to be there. But
17 it's rotten. I think they are playing dirty pool. 17 it Jooks like Lake Marian has been abandoned, which
18 And I don't know where 1 will be going. There is 18 I think was wrong. I am totally against Bolz Road.
19 the egrets there. There is the deer there. There 19 It just seems like it's going to be too disruptive
20 is the birds, they are gorgeous. They say it's a 20 to be any good.
21 flood plain. I have not been flooded, knock on my 21 MR. EMERSON: Yes. It's just going to
22 head. That's about all I can think of right now. 22 bring a lot of traffic through Carpentersville not
23 That's about all I can think of right now. 23 going to Carpentersville. It's going out beyond.
24 e 24 As far as the congestion in Algonquin, it's not
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1 going to help anyway because the majority of the 1 its 2020 plan have identified as being worthy of
2 traffic coming down 62 tumns to go north on 31. 2 preservation. You can't indicate that you wish to
3 They are still going to — When they go across at 3 preserve on one hand and then do things to increase
4 Bolz Road, they are still going to turn to go north 4 development on the other hand. They are at cross
5 on 31 and go right through the middle of Algonquin. 5 purposes. It just will not work. I suggest further
6 Instead of having 62 all congested, they are going 6 studies into alternative methods of transportation,
7 to have 31 congested. And that's congested enough 7 channeling growth in areas that aiready have the
8§ as it is. It doesn't need to be any worse. 8 infrastructure to serve it or that can be reasonably
9 MS. EMERSON: And there is no way they can 9 developed in the future with a minimum impact to the
10 widen 31 any more. 10 environment.
11 x k % 11 * ¥ %
12 MS. HARNEY: I'm Sue Harney. I live at 12 MR. SCHADEN: Ray Schaden. I live at
13 1218 Timber Drive in Slecpy Hollow. I'm a private 13 29 Pine Street, Carpentersville, Illinois, since
14 citizen for this particular issue. This bridge 14 1955, I am concerned about the amount of traffic on
15 highway corridor subverts the Kane County 2020 land |15 Route 25, that it will increase. I'm told that it
16 use plan and will significantly increase the 16 won't increase. I can't believe that it won't. The
17 congestion that is paralyzing this area now. We 17 volume of expectations in 10, 20 years, the growth
18 can't afford this corridor, and it will take a 18 of the area, there is no way that the traffic won't
19 decade or more to get it built. And when we get 19 be more than less. I am concerned about the homes
20 our 98 — That's when we get our 98 percent local 20 along Route 25 and Bolz Road on both sides with the
21 cost share. When the referendum, the 3,126 people 21 pollution that will be created with the more
22 voted against this bridge last November, they were 22 traffic. I'm also concerned about the amount of
23 being promised 80 percent of federal cost share, 23 noise with diesel driving up and down Route 25 with
24 that is now down to less than 1 or 2 percent. There 24 the tractors and trailers.
Page 39 Page 41
1 is a little over $9 million has been set aside for 1 The anticipated amounts of money that
2 this, and this is for all the bridges in Kane 2 they say they are going to spend for this bridge is
3 County. And the Bolz Highway corridor bridgéGs 3 going to be significantly more than less. 1 feel
4 to $60 million depending on which figures that you 4 that the people are going to be a little disturbed
5 read. We simply cannot afford this bridge. And we 5 about the noise, and they will push for a wall along
6 can't afford the amount of money that we will have 6 that corridor on Route 25 like they have elsewhere
7 to raise locally to build it. We need relief now. 7 on the interstates, and that's going to jack up some
8 And we need to do that by widening our local roads 8 more amount of money, That's all I have got to say.
9 and looking to local solutions. We need to look at 9 *EE
10 more mass transit solutions because of the 10 MS. LAUER: It's Paula Lauer, 619 Hillcrest
11 increasing density of the people living in this 11 Court, West Dundee, 60118. 1 have submitted a
12 area. We need to plan a bridge that meets our needs 12 written opinion against the Bolz Road highway and
13 and not federal interstate highway funding 13 bridge. However, 1 want to also stress my agreement
14 guidelines. The Board needs to listen to the 3126 14 with other materials that have been submitted to the
15 voters who said no in November of 1997. We do not |15 County, particularly a very detailed and
16 want to build the Bolz Highway corridor. 16 comprehensive response document by Lee Banrett and a
17 *xx 17 detailed letter from Sue Harney. Both indicate very
18 MS. GLEN: My name is Pat Glen, 18 clearly with support documentation that not only is
19 36 W 357 Qak Hill Drive in unincorporated Dundee 19 the EIS still seriously flawed but that this project
20 Township. 1'm here to once again look over all of 20 will only add to and encourage more sprawl,
21 the proposals for another bridge crossing the Fox 21 pollution, traffic, and other unsavory byproducts of
22 River. And without a doubt, there is not one that 22 development. This is in direct contrast to the
23 will do anything to prevent overdevelopment of the 23 goals and objectives of Kane County's 2020 land
24 western agricultural areas that the Kane County in 24 resource management plan,

Janice Heinemann & Associates
630.986.5486
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1 This bridge may help McHenry County in 1 tollway or an extra lane for local traffic on the
2 Algonguin but not those of us who are paying for it. 2 tollway." We could probably use that, t0o. They
3 The majority of voters and the Village of 3 were talking about putting a double-deck on 62 in
4 Carpentersville has rejected this highway and bridge 4 Algonquin. It's hard to do because there is kind of
s proposal. Why won't the elected officials listen? 5 a narrow area right in town, but I think we could
6 This project will dramatically degrade residential 6 probably use a bridge for the north on the other
7 areas in Carpentersville and the quality of life in 7 side of Algonquin, too, as they had talked about.
8 Dundee Township. 8 It's not just this town against another town, or
9 Particular flaws that I noticed in the 9 it's going to be benefit Algonquin, It's going to
10 EIS was the fact that the referendum was not even 10 benefit West Dundee. 1 live in West Dundee. The
t1 mentioned. It states that Carpentersville supports 11 traffic on 72 going across that bridge is just
12 the bridge when the Board defeated the plan and it 12 amazing. You try walking across that bridge and
13 was also overwhelmingly defeated in the referendum 13 seeing the trucks come towards you. We just rebuilt
14 by 1,470 votes against to 715 votes in favor. The 14 that. And if I canoe underneath that and one more
15 public comment that was given at numerous hearings 15 brick falls on me from the new one, I'm going to
16 was not a part of the record, and the environmental 16 really be upset. But it's the heaviness of the
17 study done was woefully inadequate. It was 17 traffic.
18 conducted in February, a time when it would be very 18 They are redoing the bridge over the
19 difficult to observe wildlife, particularly 19 Fox River on the tollway. So those trucks are
20 sensitive and endangered wildlife species. And it 20 getting off on both sides coming around on either 25
21 would be impossible to notice whether there are any 2t or 31 and coming down 72 to get around the bridge.
22 rare or endangered plant species. That's it. 22 And if you don't think you don't notice that in our
23 ko 23 town, you are crazy. True, you know, if as long as
24 MS. 0SADA: My name is Louise Osada. 1 24 we are in love with our cars and as long as we don't
Page 43 Page 45
1 Hive at 87 Edwards Avenue in West Dundee, Hlinois. 1 have public transportation that goes to the places
2 1 actually am in favor of this bridge. It's not 2 that we need to go to our jobs, we are going to need
3 going to solve problems, it will alleviate some of 3 roads.
4 the traffic. But because I and my husband and my 4 1 know of a place, a city called,
5 children and my grandchildren have to have a place 5 well, Virginia Beach, Virginia. They plan their
6 to hive, it is spreading west. We aren't going 6 roads, and they are heavily settled in Virginia
7 to -~ We will need more places to cross. The Bolz 7 Beach. It's a navy base, Norfolk, and everything.
8 Road Bridge I'm in favor of because it probably 8 We have noticed them planning their four-lane side
9 impacts the fewest houses. It's laid out because it 9 roads as they go along. They build, they have got a
10 impacts the least people, there are the fewest 10 four-lane stub. We will come by in another year,
11 houses here. 1t has been laid out where I 11 that highway has gone through from one end to
12 understand Algonquin is acquiring more land. I 12 another. They planned it ahead of time. You have
13 didn't realize the corridor was this extensive. But I3 got to plan. There is no way of stopping people
14 you are bound to hit, you are going to hit wetlands, 14 from building and wanting to live here and other
15 you are going to cross the river. It's going to 15 places. And it's not that you work and live out
16 have to be done. Tt will be probably the least 16 here and work in the city, you don't have a
17 offensive, let me put it that way, place to put it 17 destination to go to. You watch rush hour. People
18 right here. Like I say, I'm not saying that it is 18 are coming out of Chicago to work in the suburbs and
19 going to stop the traffic or ease the traffic. It 19 vice versa.
20 will alleviate it to a certain extent, but we really 20 *EE
21 need every single one of these bridges that they are 21 MR. HANS: My name is Dan Hans. Address is
22 proposing. 22 1470 Richmond in Algonquin. [ want to go on record
23 And some of the people have said, 23 as being very opposed to the Bolz Road Bridge. We
24 "Well, why don't we instead put a double-deck on the ;24 moved into the subdivision a year ago. We were

Janice Heinemann & Associates
630.986.5486
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aware of the project. We purposely bought on the
street away from the proposed roadway. We didn't
want to back up to it. It doesn't mean we
necessarily like the idea. We do not want to see
the road go through. It will create a lot of extra
traffic, a lot of noise, possible pollution issues.
Along a heavily traveled road, I'm sure there will
be a lot of businesses that will just spring up that
will just add to the congestion. It also probably
will lower property values. We bought a very
expensive house as did everybody in the area, and we
don't want to see those values go down, There is a
lot of kids running around playing back there. We
have to teach them to stay away from the road, but
that doesn't mean accidents wouldn't happen.

The intersection of Sleepy Hollow and
Longmeadow Parkway, which is the extension of the
Bolz Road Bridge, could very casily become a very
busy intersection. When we finish our area, we may
have a through street going through there which
could possibly be a shortcut around there so we
don't want to see those possibilities. That's about
it. Don't like it, don't want it.

Oh, one last thing is it was on the
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business in the State of Illinois, that I reported
in shorthand the testimony given at the hearing of
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correct transcript of my shorthand notes so taken as
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Page 47
advisory referendum or some sort of advisory ballot
last fall. And it was voted down. So we are very
confused as to why it's still an issue. Next
election we will know who are the incumbents and
with all our power they won't be in there anymore if
this goes through because it doesn't seem that they
are serving the public's needs. It may be possible
that they didn't get a lot of people out voting, but
the fact that it was voted down by those who did go
to the ballots does show a cross-section of what the

voters are thinking. That's it. Thank you.
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told police she had fallen aslecp.?
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i %1 why Lhegropsglrty \gascjlldvgﬂseﬁdn E.'igé‘usé‘t.hé advertising with o
4 as a park in sales brochures as OMmeowners. . ] ; —
- late as last October, but the «}'m not happy, the company’s 85 or- %Qo‘fé‘;;‘é‘é;uaﬁwﬁ;és& &%dfaﬁf; o
i company filed plans in 1994 with  nothappy and the village is no josday 1y, alone with the 17-year-old. o Wil |
| the village showing the area happy with the way this had e Y The girl awoke Ty pifiore at-|
b would be a retention area. dragged on this year,” he said. n girl, tacking her, pushed him off and ran .
1\ d . h b i}r)xs}de {0 toll her family, said police. ";:
i Co ifiore told a family member the -2
| /| Town sets record straight, \ | cics, st el
3 2 'r'(li t}(l)!d was arrested later at his home. § 3
y ]Z thed her The girl was taken to Sherman: =
i Opposes BO Road plan eid. Hospital, where staff completed a | =
: 7 fher baﬁk sexual assault kit and hig clothes |
e o st side  were seized by police. Difiore was e
By MELI33A RAMSDELL Kane County officials have yet : PN
Daily Herald Stalf Wwriter tovote on thetyBo]_Z Road pro o ﬂSSIgIled a JUly 28 court da;'c' ‘ \ =

They are still reviewing informa-
Carpentersville officials took a tion in a recently completed envi-

, stand Tuesday against Kane ronmental impact study.
' County's plan to make Bolz Road ‘That report contained a state-
a four-tane highway. ment that said Carpentersville
A vocal group of neighboers wav- trustees officially support the
ing “Stop Bolz Road” signs urged project, although board mermbers
\ village officials to take action dur-  never took any action onl the mat-
l ing Tuesday's village board meet-  ter before Tuesday’s vote.
ing. - u think this will send a mes-
@ye really need your support sage,” Jacobsen said. *This c :
_on this and we need to know board is fantastic. They showed ; Jf:l
where you stand.” Carpenters- tonight that they listen to the peo- e fﬂ"bl‘lu
ville resident Billita J acobsen ple and they care about Carpett . B o e B T
1 said. “Som~one needs to stickup  tersville residents.”
for Carpentersville. Please vole Carpentersville resident Mar-
to oppose this and vote on it garet Scalfaro spoke against the
tonight. Time is of the essence.” bridge proposal.
A few minutes later, she got her “Ifis not wise to bring the
. wish. Trustees passed a rcseglu- noise, air pollutiogh and congeis- : .
tion stating they are oppos to tion into an area where people ; gh . T
the Bolz Road bridge proposat live " she said. “Citizens who i i ry. Ellis’ “f“}".‘l“f- 2
The vote was nearly unani- on this path will have their homes Carter s other'jorr greats
mous. Village President Cheryal taken from them.” Professor : W »
Callahan and Trustees Robert If the bridge goes through, Scal- Music B ia ational: .
- Jacoby, Carole Cardat, Jim faro said, Dundee Township resi- : P Rl = P
Schuldt, Mark Boettger andJim  dentsalso will tose Hickory Hills )
Brasel opposed the bridge. Park ]  now is the
Trustee Ed Regalado casta “Why should C;rpemex_'svﬂle ol to discover

-l University.

FCALL NIU
nd campus
4 formation.

wnresent” vote, meanrig hisvote  getstuck with this new
would follow whatever the major-  way? she asked. “The problem
ity of the board decided. > lies north, N MckHenry County.
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@ More local news on Pages 5, 6 and 7 and in Neighbor

Daily Herald

Wednesday, November 19, 1997

Trustees say no to Bolz bridge

By MELissa RAMSDELL
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Carpentersville trustees voted
Tuesday to officially oppose the
Bolz Road bridge project.

The split decision, with a tally of
4-3, came after bridge opponents
from the Citizen’s Action Team
urged village officials to take a
stand on the issue during Tues-
day’s village board meeting.

Village President Cheryal
Callahan, Trustee Robert Jaco-
by, Trustee Carole Cardot and
Trustee Jim Schuldt all voted
against the bridge, while
trustees Mark Boettger, Ed
Regalado and Jim Brasel sup-
ported the bridge. -

Trustee Robert Jacoby said he
felt it was important to respond to
his constituents. Most Carpen-
tersville residents voted against
the bridge proposal during the
Nov. 4 advisory referendum in
Dundee Township,

“They are our bosses,” Jacoby
said. “They hired us.”

Overall, township voters defeat-

MANAGER: Gruber may still go to ECC security post

Continued from Page 1

accepts the post. “He's not my
choice, but I will support Mr.
0’Donnell,” Regalado said.

Still, Gruber won’t go away
empty-handed. Elgin Community
College board members said their
offer to hire Gruber as head of
security at the college still

stands.

“The search commitiee and
other people who interviewed him
in the process were more than con-
vinced he could do the job here,”
said ECC President Roy Flores.

Gruber was not available for
comment Tuesday night.

The Carpentersville manager’s
position pays approximately

$77,000 per year. The manager
has the power to hire department
heads, including the fire and
Folice chiefs, oversees a $23 mil-
fon budget and more than 100
full-time employees.

Daily Herald Staff writer Brad
Hahn contributed to this
report,

ed the bridge referendum by a
slim margin of 98 votes.

Kane County officials asked for
the non-binding referendum so
they could use the outcome as a
ﬁuideline when making a final

ecision about where to build a
new Fox River bridge later this
year.

Trustee Ed Regalado said Tues-
day’s vote was a mistake. “After
all the study, I still feel ‘he com-
munity is going to need that
bridge in the future,” Regalado

said,

Bridge opponent Margaret Scal-
faro said Tuesday’s vote in Car-
pentersville, combined with the
referendum’s negative outeome,
will send a stronger message to
county officials.

“Every little bit helps,” Scalfaro
said. “This is just one more step
in the right direction.”

Tuesday was the second time
Carpentersville trustees voted on
the Bolz Road issue. They also
opposed the project in July, then

took back their vote and tabled it
until they could hear more facts
from Kane County officials. They
sponsored two public meetings
this fall before the referendum.

If built, the $45 million bridge
would stretch across the north
end of Carpentersville, connect-
ing Boyer Road in the west to~
Route 62 on the eastern end. Su
poriers say the bridge will help
ease congestion in Algonquin and
on the growing west side of
Dundee Townnship.
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Trusteegz
vote against

plan for
Bolz bridge

By Glorla Carr
STAFF WRITER

ENTERSVILLE - Vil-
krgg?épcia!s voted 'Ihesda}f night
to oppose the Bolz Road bmige}‘]

Bridge opponents _askec} t G{'
board to pass a reselvfion agains
the proposed 5-m rour-iant%
highway based v respl(tjq 0
the recent defeat of o onbinding

tm.
m{‘e{m:dvoters recog wji‘zed the
harm that would be in wte({ 0?
them should this pre be ai
lowed to proceed,” said * argare
Scalfaro, Precinct 9 Rep blican
irwoman. _ .
CheDo not betray their - - by

turning your backs on .,
he said. o

’ Village trustees didn't » 1

formal resolution butvotec +

s rt the project. Trust: : |
;ii:ex:;%ado, Mark Boettg: ¢ a_nd
James Brascl voted to 51 | ot

the bridge. . -
Resident Mary Pryor £ rcll:

trustees who voted to s ; i

the bridge and said their ¢

on the project would cor ¢ .o in
t election.
th%::lale};am approached 1 1 poard
several months agto with t[l}gebs:;;:j:
uest. At that ime. he b i

::)(tled not to endors§ ne bn%gg:
but later rescinded ' : vote.

cials decided to hoi: sublic hear-
ings. Dundee Tv aship then
placed the questic m the ballot
as a nonbinding rei.. endum,
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Carpentersvilf, pre-
cincts voled 1470 to 715 against
e bridge.
He said he felt the referendym
pitted villages withjp the town-
ship against each other, since
most of the support came from
Surrounding villages.

“It's g horrible Precedent,”
said Barrett. He said having 4
townshipwide referendum on ap
issue that affected Carpen-
tersville specifically wag similar
to Carpentersvijle making » deci-g,g
sion for Sleepy Hollow about”
Sleepy Hollow Road Sleepy Hol. |

MY

bo_und lane of the road onte []}j<3

Barrett later applauded the >
oard’s action,

“I think they took an ad:w
mirable approach, I think jt's al---
ways good if politicians do no. .

n arm,” he said, .
’ Village President Cheryar-

2 Callahan sajg she hopes Tues-
day’s vote sends 3 message tg

e :

€ county, | i

e “Tknow we peeq a bridge, but

} Y 1 don't reay for that one.”
\ ont really care for thy one,”:
rg: she said, -
What effect the village boar's ™
w Action will have g uncertain.

o ection, county offj-

=
=
g
&,
=

(]
X

g0 Clection would affect the project, -
ae  Scalfaro said she felt Carpen, »
tersville’s decision was |
because the county’s envirgn.
mental impact study states the vj); .
lage is supportive. She said jt wag'
important to have that statement
negated, .
- Further, if the village board
and the electorate don't support a
Boiz Road bridge, she believes
" the county will listen, -
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By OLivia Wu
SUBURMAN REPORTER

Cuarpentersville trustees vo od overwhelm-
ingly Tuesday against the construction of a
highwi v corridor and bridge through their
village.

About 30 residents attended the meeting
to urge trustees to reject Kane County's
plans for the Bolz Roead bridge across the
Fox River.

“It should send a message to
the county that we don't want the
four-lane highway and bridge,”
said Billita Jacohsen, who heads
Citizens Action Team. Construc-
tion would eliminate 70 acres of
woodland,; several homes and
park district bike trails and de-

fllage rejects pians
e FoX River bridge

Kane County Board member Donald Rage
dismissed the vote, saying, "I take it as an
inexperienced group that is not informed
and new to government making a decision
that is typical of a not-in-my-backyard
response to something that wo ud benefit
the region, township and other counties.”

Rage, who sits on the county transporta-
tion comrmittee, represents Dundee Town-
ship, which includes Carpentersville, Algon-
quin, Giiberts, East and West
Dundee, Sleepy Heollow and
northwest Elgin,

"Dundee is the [asiest growing
township in the county,” said
Rage. "By the time the first car
would roll across the bridge (in
five to seven years], Carpenters.
ville would probably double, or

stroy rare wildlife along the river,

add 10,000 to 20,000 people.”

she said.
Six trustees vated against the bridge, and
a seventh abstained.

The vote was in response to a draft of the
county's environmental impact study, which
stated that Carpentersville and Algonquin
supperted the Bole Road proposal,

“We researched it, and it doesn't say
anywhere [in village records) that we are for
the bridge,”" said Viliage President Cheryl
Callahan, whe took office in May,

Most of the money for the road
and four others that Kane County wants to
build acrosa the Fox River would ¢ome from
the federn! Intermodal Surface Transporta-
tion Efficiency Acl of 1991, Hoge said. He
said Bolz Road and o bridge at Red Gate in
St. Charles are the top priorities.

Jucobsen's group may contest bridge
plans under a law prohibiting use of federal
funds to take away recreational land, she
said. "People here care about their natural
arcas and the last of farmland,” she said.
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.iom officials say.
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bypass, it plays 8 larpe 1o

of highwoys.
wWwith the Bolz Ruad br

nced for the weslerd hypass

‘Road bridge Je not bulkt,

ol
g2 insovento 10 yeard
«Even If Bol? Road

western bypess.

Kane County.

Approving the project will add
five \o cight yoars 10 Wi life of the . "
o Mike Magnuson”

! And although the bridge is et Mictienry County
inherent o the success ol the

relieving traffic congestion Al the
interseetion of Routes 31 and 62. 1erevilie. The four-tane rond would
wite Bolz Road bridge is ol cross Randall Ropd. Route 3, the
\he Achilles’ heo! of the western Fox iver and Route 25.

bypass,” caidt Mike Magnusod, Officials cstimate the project
Mellenry County supcrinlcndum will cust $44 mitlion, $32 million
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bridge plan
resurfaces

cials say option

complements westerh bypass

"TheB-olII‘loadthﬂb

ALGONQUIN — Metlenry not the Achifles’ hreel of
County motorists should pe the the weslern bypass. wiith

polz the Bolz Road bridge, the '

Road bridge from 2 pandful of  western bypass and right-
Aver crossing opliom. ransporin- L lane will provide relel '

de
le in

e

of which could come from fed-
idge, cral funds.

the western bypass and right-turn Howevet, e §207 bitlion fed-
lane will provide reliel until the cral trapspuriation bill President
yeat 2020 Without Bolz Road, the Clinton approved In Junc allocates
relief will bast anly until 2012 of only §9 milkion 10 Kanc County. ©

2015. But It docs n? negale the ‘The same bilk carmarked $9 mil-

fian for Mellensy County towatd

tagnuson said \h.o-BE& e $38 mitlivn wostern bypass. 4
} McHentd

Kane County officials weie

County will revisit the possibility expecling helween $40 miltion
ver mm&'d Roic amd $50 million from the bilt {of
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isn't The bill’s limiled funding

buill, \he WesleTD hypass needs cans they st pick anc roluticit,
to be implemented fisst,” Mng: ‘They plan to apply ot addi-~
nuson yaid. "Due 10 the tralfic tional finds whon the nexs eans .
patterns ob Algongpin Read, it poration will surfacey in five lo®
would not make sense to Juifd @  scven years. P
northern bypass first and then @ Transportation consultants wgid
” & project couhd begin il # was basiil
The bridge s only onc of five in singes, fowever. T
river crossings being considesed by Despite the county’s fundiog .

probicms, the Bolz Road solutioi
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'é’_togﬁﬁggd frompagel, ..
- Kane County consultant Steve:-
* Ravanes said the Bolz Road corti--

Edm s relatively inexpensive com- .

» pared ta other cornidors:

2 oThe Red Gate Road bridge in
 South Elgin is the most pricey, with
;.its three options ranging between
% $41 million and $77 million. ,
# o The Stearns Road bridge
ESouth Elgin ranks second at $66
¢ miilion, while Bolz Road ranks
% third at $40 milion.

w . +The Route 56 bridge in North
E: Aurora would cost $34 million.

s, = ® The Dean Street bridge in
:St. Charles is the least costly at
£ $26 million.

%" Although preliminary estimates
= point to a $40 million price tag for
¥ Bolz Road, the projection does ot
% include $3.2. million in roadway
£ jmprovements and land acquisi-
®: tions Algonquin would donate.
e

& ported the idea for years, OWnS.
gabout one-third of the right ©
§: way for the road.

qo s looking much better fo
¥ Bolz” Algonquin Trustee Mare
Eavcrsd,
¥ Also, Ravanesi said, Bolz Road
“ has one of the least amounts of
¥ environmental impact and would

-

L 31

.. hired consuftants to - 5+

village,” which has sup- quin

——

«There's a certain degree . o
of opposition to all the. . :2F.

Calle

That's wity wex’ 1

We don’t want to leave
any stone unturmed.” .

- _ anRage _

mmmm .

pot thrcaten any endangered
species of wildlife. :

" “The benefits with Bolz is the
environmental impact is minimal,
the house displacement is minimal
and the business relocation is minj-
mal,” said Kane unty board ment-
ber Don Rage, ™ o also is a member
of the Transportation Committee.

“And Algonquin has adopted it
into its ;omprchcnsive plan. Algon-
in also has had developers build
roads that approach the bndge.” .

The project also has received
limited resistance compared to the
other corridors, but still has heavy
obijections from Carpentersville res-
idents who live along the Bolz Road
corridor, Ravanesi said.

South Elgin residents pro-

vide the heaviest opposition with

A P RLLEY
-« Ravanesi said. more

e r&served the

: among a lot of bomes. Plus, the cost

their objections 1o the Red Gate -
corridor. .., :

¢, than 2000 .

people packed a meeting [WOIEE 7
Dgo,-and the county already’ bass;:
I Mooscheart Campug..

16 public.®

mnasium for the July
meeting in Batavia. N
' «The Red Gate corridor i -
is pretty high,” Avelar said. “The
residents are concerned about a
bridge going through a fairly mew
back yard.” - L S
- Three other public forums are
slated for Tuesday at Wredling -
School in St Charles;
Randall. Oaks Golf Club in West
Dundee and July 28 at the city of
Geneva public works building.
Each open forum runs from 2 to
9 pm. ' v v e e

Kane County planning consul--
tants will answer questions, record
comments and take written state-
ments on each of the five proposed..”
fiver Crossings: . AT

The "comments -and’ ¢OnCErns
then will go to the Kane County -
Board, which plans to vote on the
ssue this fall - 7 T

“There’s a certain degree of
opposition 10 all - the proposals.
That's why we hired consultants to
address all the concerns,” Rage said.
“We don’t want to leave any stone
-unturned.” . B
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1 choose where to live. We in Northeast Ilinois are
f TR R 2 blessed with a unique legacy left by the last
’ 3 glaciers, including a remarkable deposit in the Fox
4 IN RE: Fox River Bridge Crossings . .
) 4 Raver Valley. The sand and gravel left behind when
. 5 the glaciers retreated includes a large
, 6 concentration of dolomitic limestone. When the
8 Oral comments taken during the public 7 spring waters and seeping areas emerge from the
9 hearing of the above-entitled matter, held at 8 ground, they carry minerals washed from these
10 Randall Oaks Golf Club, Wast Dundee, Illineis, 9 rOCkS' It iS ﬂlis uniqu'c Chem:ical ComPOSiﬁon t['lat
i1 taken by Cheryl Brakec, a CSR ir the State of 10 Creates habitat for ﬂ:lc rare fcn-wetlarld pla:nts
12 Illinols, on the 22nd day of July, 1998, commsncing 11 W]IiCh Would bc chtroyed by a bridge CIOSSing from
13 st the mour of £:00 67el0ok pum, 12 Stearns to McDonald Roads. The loss of plants in
y 13 these special areas will displace birds, mammals
s 14 and butterflies which depend on these rare plants.
e 15 "Contrary to some newspaper
1 16 reports, the solution is not to dig up rare,
‘e 17 threatened or endangered plant species and put them
1a 18 at a Jocation more convenient to humans. The
2 19 reason they ARE so rare is that most of their
2 20 habitat has ALREADY been destroyed. The
23 Janice Helnemann ¢ Aesoiates 21 Environmental Impact Study made it clear that this
2 Cortitied Shorthand Reporters 22 bridge alignment would create damage which could
N Clymsmaen mily L S 23 not be mitigated by creating compensatory
24 wetlands. Avoiding direct impact is not sufficient
Page 2 Page 4
1 MS. WATERMAN: Day Waterman, 204 South 1 to ensure the survival of these unique areas.
2 River Street, South Elgin, Iilinois 60177, 1 work 2 They would also be threatened by changes in the
3 for the Fox Valley Land Foundation, a nonprofit 3 direction and flow of groundwater which would occur
4 organization, which attempts to protect natural 4 as a result of construction.
5 areas and open space. 5 "Salt spray is a serious
6 "Subject: Public Comment on 6 consideration. As the Morton Arboretum discovered
7 Proposed Bridge Construction across the Fox River. 7 with the completion of I-355, salt spray can travel
8 "] am here today as a South Elgin 8 upwards of a half mile. The arboretum has seen
9 resident to discuss the negative impact the bridge 9 significant impact on a humber of plants and tree
10 crossing from Stearns Road to McDonald Road would |10 species. Even if alternative chemicals are used on
11 have on the native plant community. In my work as 11 the entire corridor during the winter months,
12 a Steward with the Nature Conservancy's Volunteer 12 vehicles will be carrying salt on them from other
13 Stewardship Network, I have spent many hours over a |13 areas, which will wash off in sloppy conditions.
14 period of eight years observing and documenting 14 The salt impact would not only threaten the
15 unique species of plants, birds and butterflies 15 survivability of these unique plant species, and
16 which live along the corridor of the Chicago 16 the animals and insects which depend on them, but
17 Central & Pacific Railroad line. I am steward for 17 it would have a disastrous impact on Midwest
18 the South Elgin Fen, manage several parcels of high 18 Groundcovers, the neighbor to the south. It could
19 quality railroad prairie in the vicinity, work with 19 conceivably force Midwest Groundcovers to
20 the stewards of the Illinois Nature Preserve 20 relocate... a great loss to the local area in
21 Brewster Creek Fen, and monitor a high quality area 21 employment and tax base... and loss of a good
22 west of the Fox River jointly owned by Commonwealth |22 neighbor.
23 Edison and the Kane County Forest Preserve. 23 "Many people are desirous of
24 "Unlike humans, plants cannot 24 another bridge crossing so their daily commute can
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1 beeased. They feel that their quality of life 1 I moved here, Route 31 was two lane, Route 72 was
2 will be improved if they can get to and from 2 two lane, Route 25 was two lane, and Route 58 was
3 shopping or work sites more easily. [ would like 3 two lane. The only traffic signal was at Route 25
4 you to reflect on the meaning of quality of life. 4 and then at Illinois Route 83 at the south end of
5 Can we truly benefit by destroying our natural 5 Mount Prospect. The rest of the intersections were
6 heritage? 6 controlled with stop signs. Total distance to
7 "We in Northeast Rlinois live in 7 work, 25 miles; time driving to work, 25 minutcs.
% the most biologically diverse and unique area in 8 A month ago, when driving back from
¢ Tlinois. Because plants and animals cannot vote, 9 an eastern trip, a vacation trip, we got off of
10 it is up to us to reach out to protect them for 10 1-90 at Beverly Road because of road construction,
11 today, for our grandchildren, and for their 11 or the bridge construction on the tollway. At the
12 children to come. You may never see Triglochin 12 county line, Kane County/Cook County line on
13 palustris, slender bog arrow grass, in bloom, but 13 Route 72, I came to a stop. It took me 25 minutes
14 do you really want to destroy the only plants in 14 to get home from there. This is distressing and it
15 Kane County? We didn't create these wonderful 15 points up the need for additional bridges.
16 plants and we do not have a right to destroy them. 16 My daughter lives in Elk Grove. She
17 "Please... Reject the bridge 17 hasn't been bere for two years. Several weeks ago
18 crossing from Stearns to McDonald Roads."” 18 she came out and, for some reason, we drove out
19 *Ex 19 Randall Road, and she asked me, ""What happened to
20 MR. TAGATZ: It's Mark Tagatz, 20 the farms?" All she saw were houses. Now, if
21 1253 Manchester Drive, Crystal Lake, Illinois 21 those people are going to get home, they have to
22 60014. 1 don't believe I'm affiliated with any, 22 have a way to cross the river. I strongly feel
23 you know, nonprofit, you know, type organizations, 23 that there is need for an additional bridge. End
24 Basically I live in Crystal Lake and 24 of statement.
Page 6 Page 8
1 work at Motorola in Schaumburg, so I take Route 31/ 1 ¥ E
2 Route 62 intersection twice a day to and from work, 2 MR. REA: I'm Jolm Rea, 18 N 621
3 and upwards of 10 to 15 minutes of waiting there 3 Woodcrest Lane, off of Country School Road.
4 every time through there is just so unreasonable. 4 We're just at about a half mile from
5 I've been a resident of Crystal 5 Forest Drive, which will be a big problem for us as
6 Lake, you know, my whole life, 40 years. 25 years 6 far as getting in and out of our driveway or our
7 ago there were other proposals north of 62 to build 7 road. It's going to cause more of a backup than we
8 bridges which never materialized, and now with the 8 have right now. And right now, Route 31, according
9 subdivisions in Algonquin, it's, you know, it's 9 to their drawing, is not going to be wide enough to
10 nearly impossible to build in those same areas. 10 come down to Country School Road or Miller Road for
11 So 1 think that they should really 11 aturn-in lane, and this is going to create more of
12 take a hard look at the proposals that are on the 12 a bottleneck.
13 board tonight and, by all means, push some of these 13 And the best bet, and I'm going off
14 through while they still have open land and the 14 the record here, but saying Hagers Bend is the only
15 opportunity to build, because the way McHenry 15 place for a bridge across that river to take care
16 County, Kane County is growing, it just -- that 16 of this traffic. That's all I got to say.
17 land will not be there, you know, in a few years. 17 I just hope that the board will say
18 A 18 "ne" to this come voting time, because the people
19 MR. OSADA: Chester Osada, 87 Edwards 19 have voted against it now already in the referendum
20 Avenue, West Dundee, Illinois. 20 they had, and now they want to go ahead and push
21 My folks moved into West Dundee in 21 this through anyway I know. So I hope they will
22 1957. 1 moved fo that address in 1961, At that 22 think about the voters from now on. Thank you.
23 time, | worked in Mount Prospect at Route 83 and 23 *x
24 the railroad tracks, exactly 25 miles. At the time 24 MS. JACOBSEN: It's Billita Jacobsen,
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1 1305 Wilson, and that's in Carpentersville, and I'm 1 Veeneman. I live at 31 Robin Road,
2 a member of the Citizens Action Team. 2 Carpentersville, llinois. I'm affiliated with the
3 T want to see a supplement added to 3 Fox Volley Land Foundation, the Fox Path
4 the Environmental Impact Report, because the report 4 Association, the Citizens Action Team, and I'm a
5 ig seriously flawed. It's got many mistakes in 5 concerned resident in the area.
6 there. They don't have a complete wildlife survey 6 My concern is mostly environmental.
7 or a plant survey. They don't -- they have in 7 I know that they're going to take out
8§ there an incorrect statement that the 8 100-plus-year-old oak trees, ten acres of forest,
9 Carpentersville Village Board supports the site 9 It's a gorgeous, mature, oak savanna. There's
10 when the Carpentersville Board voted to oppose the 10 going to be a lot of wetland loss, and we need to
11 site. And we also had a referendum in Dundee 11 preserve our wetlands.
12 Township where the majority of voters stated they 12 Mitigation does not work. Iknow
13 don't want the site, and that was not in the report 13 for a fact it does not work like a natural
14 cither. 14 wetland. They have tried mitigation again and
15 * % 15 again; it doesn't work like a natural area would
16 MR. MCNAMEE: My name is Tom McNamee, I'm (16 and they fail miserably. So I think the wetlands
17 an attorney in Kane County, and 1 live at 17 need to remain where they are.
18 18 N 951 North Route 31, which is in the center I8 And T think that the white oaks are
19 lane of the proposed Bolz Road Bridge Corridor. 19 going to be endangered by the salt spray. It's
20 My comment is that I feel that they 20 going to -- not the mature ones, but the younger
21 have curved the road to avoid the livestock barn 21 ones, it will inhibit reproduction. When the old
22 across the road and that I would be opposing the 22 trees die, how can the young ones come back if they
23 Bolz Road Corridor as designed due to the fact that 23 can't reproduce, because the salt is very damaging
24 1 feel that they could either move the road 24 to them.
Page 10 Page 12
1 100 feet north or south and avoid my property. 1 And there are some state-endangered
2 o x 2 species that I'm concerned about, the state-
3 MR. VEENEMAN: My first name is Steve, 3 endangered egret and the state-endangered
4 last name Veeneman, 31 Robin Road, in 4 sharp-shinned hawks. Now, they say that's not
5 Carpentersville. 1 don't have any affiliation with 5 going to matter much because they're just foraging
6 any of the agencies that are here tonight. 6 there and they've been sighted. But if endangered
7 As a citizen, I'm concerned that the 7 species can't forage for food and their habitat's
8 Environmental Impact Statement for the Bolz Road 8 taken away, it's going to follow that that's going
9 Corridor has not been completely done. My 9 to affect the way they survive. So you have to
10 understanding is that that document says that the 10 protect the habitat.
11 Carpentersville Village Board approved the 11 There's also another concern, that
i2 consideration of Bolz Road, when, in fact, my 12 there's a loss of the park where the school is. 1
13 understanding is that they voted against it. And 13 believe it's called Shady Hills, or something like
14 I'm not sure, I think this should be noted, that 14 that. What's that -~ that park where the school
15 the referendum for the Carpentersville voters came 15 is? Anyway, and I know that they're going to take
16 out, there were over 3,000 voters, and they were 16 several acres out of there and they're going to
17 over 50 percent against the Bolz Road Corridor. 17 build the road real close to that school and it's
18 So that kind of information should be noted, 18 going to be really bad for the kids. It's going to
19 et cetera. And if the EIS doesn't accurately 19 take out a lot of the playground and their play
20 reflect that, that sort of casts a shadow on the 20 space.
21 whole document, and it should be done properly and, |21 And they're also going to take away
22 you know, all that. That's my whole statement 22 the park, and they're promising one on the west
23 basically. 23 side, but we need the parks on the east side.
24 MS. VEENEMAN: My name is Donna 24 That's where the population is the most intense.
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It's infense. There's like -- you have five houses STATE Oymof
per acre, so it's dense, the density. They need
the parks on the east side.

And I believe this whole thing is a
McHenry County traffic problem, and they want to
put it through Carpentersville so they don't have
1o put it in their side of town. And I think that
they're just trying to shove it down our throat.
And we in Carpentersville voted on a referendum
that we don't want it, and we would ask that the
county board and our own village board people
respect the vote of the people.

* ok ok
MR. SMYCZYNSKI: My name 1s Dan
Smyczynski, 10 Autumn Trail, Barrington Hills.

We live on the other side of where
the proposed road would go through, and I totally
agree with what this lady said. She hit all the
main points very succinctly. She hit everything:
all the open space problems, the species, the
birds, and the trees, along with the safety
problems with the school and the children over
there and the loss of park land.

I mean -- and then 1 -- also I asked
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them before about we voted and everybody voted in
Dundes to say "no” to this bridge, and this thing
went, and now they want to do it anyway. I mean,
so it's wrong. I mean, listen to the people.

The village board actually said -- originally came
out and said "yes" and now they're wavering it.
They were not going to put the vote through and now
they're wavering.

The other thing is is Dundee -- Kane
County doesn't have the funds. There's an article
in the paper -- what's the date of this article --
the article, 6-22, "Kane County Board Faces Funding
Dilemma." You know, we don't have the money to
build this thing. So, hey, let's leave it alone.

One of the things that needs to be
considered before this project is considered is
that the expansion of Route 62 at Route 31 should
alleviate much of the congestion of people getting
over the Fox River. And before this goes forward,
we should see the completion of that project or
what it effect it has, which we won't know for
about two years. Now, at that point, then let's
see what the study shows. Thank you.
24 ---000o---
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IN RE: Fox River Bridge Crossings

Oral comments taken during the public
hearing of the above-entitled matter, held at
1800 south Street, Geneva, Illinais, taken by
Janice H. Heinemann, CSR, RMR, a notary public
within and for the County of DuPage and State
of Iltlinois, on the 28th day of July, 1998,

commencing at the hour of 2 o'clock p.m.
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1 MR, MILLER: Randy Miller, 201 Larchwood, 1 I have several concerns. Probably foremost is how
2 North Aurora, 60542. And I would like to see it in 2 am ] going to get in and out of my property. Are
3 North Aurora. ] just think it would help. I hate 3 you going to provide me with a little trip light so
4 the way the bridge goes across now, you know, with 4 that I can stop traffic? My mailbox is on the west
5 the S curve. And I just think it would be a big 5 side of the road. How will I get my mail, by
6 improvement, it really would. That is all, 6 walking across four lanes of traffic? And what
7 rEx 7 about a visual barrier, will you provide this?
8 MS. OLSON: My name is Gini Grant Olson, 1 8 I guess I have a real problem with
9 live at 5§ N 821 Route 25. This is the first ¢ people who live int town trying to dictate and change
10 driveway north of Army Trail on the east side of the 10 my life-style that I have had for thirty-two and a
11 road. ] think I feel like George Washington when he 11 half years. We can't vote for any of these people,
12 said "Is anybody there? Does anybody care?” It's 12 yet they have the right to tell us what to do.
13 hard to begin. In the early '60s my husband and 1 13 That's not fair. If ] wanted to live in the city, 1
14 started looking for our forever home, a place to 14 would have stayed in Chicago. We chose to live in
15 raise our five boys, and a place for our retirement, 15 the country. Why can't you leave us alone? 1 guess
16 and we found it. We bought our home from Mary Kay |16 that's it.
17 Moulton. She had started Thornapple Nursery on the |17 R
18 site. She had purchased the home in 1941, Prior to I8 MS. AUCHTER: My name is Edith Auchter, 1
19 that, it was owned by Peterson. Our present dining 19 Hve at 16 Ashbury Lane in Barrington Hills, 60010,
20 room was at one time the entire house, which was 20 And I am also a board member, and I have come to
21 built in 1830. There is a lot of history there. 21 speak today on behalf of the Community Unit School
22 This is not a palace to others. This 22 District 220 in Barrington. Qur concerns are
23 is not palatial, but it's our home. Our gazebo is 23 related to the Bolz Road corridor, which currently
24 one of the one or two remaining solid concrete 24 has the road constructed on the edge of our Woodland
Page 3 Page 5
| waiting stations for the Aurora-Elgin. Our 1 School property in Carpentersville. We believe it's
2 carriagehouse came from the estate where Baker 2 highly undesirable to have the road constructed on
3 Memorial Church is today. OQur little house was at 3 the edge of that school property. That school is
4 one time on the property at Reber and Foley, Our 4 also adjacent to a park that is owned by the Dundee
5 front door came from the Norris Funeral Home when 5 Park District.
6 that was remodeled. My countertops are solid slate. 6 We are concerned about the increased
7 They are the blackboards from the old St. Charles 7 traffic noise that would be associated with the
8 High School that used to be on - where Lundeen's 8 project as well as the split between the existing
9 currently is on 64, 9 school district property and park district property.
10 Mary Moulton, in addition to being 10 We believe it renders both less desirable. We would
11 very interested in the community, she was helpful in 11 respectfully request that the Bolz Road corridor,
12 getting the first addition put onto the library, 12 while we recognize the need for the crossing at the
13 used to drive up and down 25 and up and down Army |13 Fox River, we would request that it not extend east
14 Trail and throw flower seeds out the windows. 14 of Route 25. Our Board will be passing a resolution
15 Presently across from our homne, we have them, too, 15 to submit to, among others, the Dundee Township Park
16 are prairie roses that you don't see anymore. These 16 District and Illinois Department of Transportation
17 will be destroyed if this is turned into a four-lane 17 to convey our comments in writing,
18 highway. 18 e
19 I think I was so upset because I 19 MR. SLIMMER: My name is Dave Slimmer.
20 thought on the original plans it was still just a 20 live at 180 Mistwood Lane in the Timber Oaks
21 two-lane highway. I could probably live with this, 21 subdivision, 60542. My back yard adjoins the
22 T just talked to the engineers -- Is that who they 22 proposed road expansion along Qak Street. I have
23 are? And they told me they are going to take 23 prepared my comments. 1 oppose the widening of Qak
24 another 30 feet if this goes from two to four lanes. 24 Street in North Aurora because of the high cost to

Janice Heinemann & Associates
630.986.5486
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Page 6 Page 8
1 both the residents whose property adjoins Oak Street 1 for studies, engineering, and construction as well
2 as well as the surrounding community. The 2 as their real estate interests. That concludes my
3 justification for the additional bridge and street 3 statement.
4 widening starts with the premise that the east-west 4 *ow
5 traffic flow will overwhelm the current capacity of 5 MS. WEISS: My name is Nancy Weiss,
6 the existing bridges. Why will that be true, 6 730 North River Street, Batavia, Hlinois, 60510.
7 because of the rapid growth in construction 7 And my husband and I are retired. We ride our
8 occurring west of Randall Road. Does encouraging 8 bicycles a great deal and like to do our errands and
¢ this expansion really benefit the current residents 9 commuting on bicycles. We are very concerned that
10 of the Village of North Aurora? As this expansion 10 when bridges are built that they provide access for
11 reaches its logical conclusion of filling the 11 bicychsts and pedestrians. We would hate to see
12 avatlable buildable land, the current residents will 12 another Fabyan Parkway Bridge where pedestrians,
13 have a crowded, congested community that requires 13 bicyclists have no way of getting across. It's very
14 ever-increasing services from the local government 14 tragic to see mothers and even grandmothers and
15 such as the police, fire, water, sewer, to name a 15 little children trying to cross there because they
16 few, and an ever-increasing tax burden to support 16 have to go to Dryer Clinic on the west side, and
17 these services. 17 they live on the east side, and they don't have
18 Once expansion is no longer possible 18 cars. So I just want to be sure that we know the
19 for this community, the new bridge and widening road |19 County is not obligated to provide bikeways or
20 will become an artery for expansion and new 20 pedestrian paths, but we believe it's absolutely
21 construction west of North Aurora. At that point 21 essential in this day and age to do so. And my
22 the Village will incur the cost of the traffic 22 grandson, Adam Sanetra, from Aurora is here and he
23 problems along Oak Street and receive no financial 23 thinks so, too.
24 benefit in return. The cost to the residents with 24 A E
Page 7 Page 9
! property adjoining Oak Street that will have part of ! MS. WILLIAMS: Rita Williams, 3102
2 their property forcibly purchased is clear. The 2 Blackhawk Court, St. Charles, Illinois, 60174. My
3 property values will decline because of the loss of 3 opinion is that the bridges need to go in. They
4 back or front yard space. Loss of the mature 4 need to make the decisions and get them put in
5 landscaping, such as trees and bushes, and increased 5 before any more construction or homes are built.
6 traffic noise. In addition, access to their 6 It's senseless to build houses and then put in a
7 property from Qak Strect will be more difficult and 7 bridge. It's better to put in the bridges and then
8 hazardous because of the additional traffic and 8 build the houses. We are in a spot now where we
9 traffic lane. 9 have a piece of property. We want to develop it,
10 In conclusion, the real cost of an Oak 10 but it could be the right-of-way and it couldn't be.
11 Street widening would be borne by the current 11 And so we have been sitting on it for three years
12 residents who have vested their time and livelihood 12 trying to figure out what we want to do with this.
13 in this community in terms of decreased property 13 So, you know, we need to have a decision made as far
14 values and living in an undesirable location. The 14 as where they are going to put the bridges. And
15 real benefits would be to those who may increase 15 that would be my comment. Yours, too?
16 their influences and power by controlling more tax 16 MR. WILLIAMS: Yes. Yes. Hurry up and
17 dollars and those who have not yet invested in 17 make up your mind. Lex Williams. Just hurry up and
18 property west of Randall Road. 18 make a decision so we can move on with our life.
19 My experience with processes such as 19 MS. WILLIAMS: You know, we are not against
20 this is that the community input is that the real 20 the bridges. You know, they need to be there. But
21 decisions have already been made. It will be an 21 doit. Don't play around with it anymore. That's
22 interesting exercise in the future 1o study the 22 the way we feel,
23 financial and family relationships of the decision- 23 ¥
24 makers to the companies that are awarded contracts 24 MS. TOMLIN: I''m Lucy Tomlin, 36 W 927 Red
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1 Gate Road, St. Charles, Illinois, 60175. I'm
2 reporting a mistake in the report on Page 5-15 on
3 the Table of Cultural Resources. If you look at
4 page 5-19, item 59.5, Red Gate Farm. It shouid not
5 be 36 W 612, it should be 36 W 368. And then the
6 listing for that should include the true description
7 of Red Gate Farm. And then the residents at
8 36 W 612 should be re-marked for what is marked as
¢ the Red Gate Farm. And I would appreciate that
10 error being corrected for the report. Thank you.
11 * X X
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APPENDIX A
Part II - Chapter Four
Comments from Groups with Responses

This chapter contains comments from groups with apparent specialized knowledge. The full
comment follows this chapter. The comments received with the response are as follows:

I

Bolz Road Bridge Response; July 1998,

Bolz Road Environmental Impact Study Review, Prepared for Local Citizens of Bolz Road
Area by Environmental Planning Team...Chicago, September, 1998.

These two documents take exception to the purpose and need for roadway in this corridor
and doubt this corridor should have been promoted due to a series of impacts that are listed
in the document that they claim were ignored by the EIS. It then promotes other alternates.

None of the stated “facts” are anything previously unknown about the project, substantiated
and relevant to the decision process. For example, the bird sightings noted do not prove that
the area of the crossing is essential habitat to threatened and endangered species. In fact, the
Hlinois Natural Heritage Survey assessed habitat potential for this project and the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources indicated in a February 6, 2001 letter that the project does
not affect the habitat of any threatened or endangered species.

The proposed alternatives do not satisfy the stated purposed and need for the project. Also,
there is no reason to believe that those people living along alternatives would not have their
own equally valid objections.

County Hearings on Bolz Highway; July, 1998.

This is actually a letter of objection to the Bolz Road corridor based upon resident opposition
and a misreading of the Purpose and Need for this project. The read purpose and need is to
eliminate congestion for longer trips- this was never stated in the EIS. Also, votes by local
restdents, while considered, are not the overwhelming decision parameter. Otherwise, not-
in-my backyard would win most of the time without regard to the needs of others who are
not in the backyard.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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4. Letter from the Village of Algonquin; June 15, 1998 (re. Bolz Road corridor)

A letter of support

5. Sierra Club: Illinois Chapter; August 6, 1998

This letter contains three points: the first objects to the statement that development will
continue to the west regardless of the bridges; the Red Gate Corridor has unacceptable
impacts; and in light of recent developments the IL 56/Oak Street Corridor is unnecessary.

The first point represents a misreading of the intent of the Purpose and Need. The project
1s part of a tool package available to the County to encourage more compact growth. Since
the DEIS was released, development has continued deeper into Kane County. The new roads
provide a way of an incentive for new growth and developments to occur in the Urban
Corridor, rather than further west, by enhancing the access in this area. The second point is
irrelevant since the Red Gate Corridor has been dropped from further consideration. As for
the third point, since no specific recent developments were referred to, we do not know of
any that would obviate this corridor.

6. Sierra Club: Valley of the Fox Group; November 17, 1998

The major concern of this letter is the impact to the Kane County Forest Preserves. This
project has been actively involved with the Forest Preserve. In fact, if the CC&P/Stearns
Road Corridor proceeds, Forest Preserve holdings will increase, along with the continuity
of holdings.

7. Friends of the Fox River; August 14, 1998

This letter represents concerns about the Purpose and Need and about the Alternatives
development for this project. The Purpose and Need implies that the project is a tool to
helping shape more compact development by providing better access to closer in parts of the
County, not to stopping development or to adding development. Development is continuing
in the County regardiess of the status of this project. Also, the DEIS does not state that that
the project will eliminate congestion. The auto dependency discussed in the DEIS that limits
the Alternatives available is a function of the land use and its dispersed nature, far more than
a lack of options. As for technology reducing the need for travel, the projections were
developed using the acceptedapproach, i.e., the Chicago Area Transportation Study analysis.

Comments to the Drafi Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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The alternatives analysis also withstood the scrutiny of various review agencies, including
the Federal Transit Administration, who recognized that no realistic alternative could obviate
the project.

8. Openlands Project; August 13, 1998

The Openlands Project letter expresses concern about maintaining the integrity of the Kane
County Forest Preserve holdings adjoining the project. As currently proposed with the
dropping of the Red Gate Corridor and with the implementation of the Environmental
Roadway Corridor Plan for the CC&P/Stearns Road Corridor, the net holdings of the Forest
Preserve would increase and new continuity of open land would be created. We have been
in constant communication with the Forest Preserve during the development of this project.
As part of the conclusion of this coordination, a joint resolution of the Forest Preserve and
County will be developed specifying enhancements to the Forest Preserve as part of this
project.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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I have reviewed the EIS for the Fox River Bridge Crossing. While I have reviewed the
entire report the focus of this response is the Bolz Road Bridge and highway and the
consequences and benefits to Dundee Township. While report addressed both the
negative and positive effects of the proposed project the emphasis was on the
benefits; which are ease of transportation and generation of future development .
NEPA (The National Environmental Policy Act) requires that environmental and
social factors must be given special consideration. Prior to NEPA economic and
technical considerations dominated the project criteria. The report carried a spin and
and presses for an urgency to build.

The economics of the project, as presented, are short sighted. No indication is given
as to the projected life of the structure or the roadway; nor is any data given as to
maintenance costs over the life of the project. The true cost of the bridge and
roadway, over time, should be presented and the funding source identified. Not only
should the public know who owns the bridge but they need to know what it will cost
over the life of the system and who will pay.

The approach that we used for the Fox Valley Expressway study of 1992 took the
time and effort to organize regional committees and working groups to determine
area needs, demographic studies, geographic and environmental profiles, and socio-
economic impacts. In this study the approach appears to have omitted the public.

The Bolz Road study strongly indicates that the current east-west vehicle roadway
and bridge system is inadequate for the apparent needs of the immediate and
projected future. The proposed solutions are not regional and do not involve a
regionally amicable cooperative effort. The study areas should include a cooperative
regional approach integrated with the City of Elgin and McHenry County. The
solutions also ignored the culture and character of the Village and current efforts to
preserve that character and the financial investment in preservation and
environmental efforts. The Bolz Highway/bridge mitigates the impacts of the
McHenryCounty traffic for the next 8 years by relocating traffic to those corridors. It
is linked to the Algonquin bypass study which did not include a Dundee or
Carpentersville element. That committe was composed of Barrington, Lake-in-the-
Hills, and Algonquin.

The Bolz EIS ignores the impact of the Algonquin bypass and its benefits are not
available for consideration. The report also ignores the I-90 crossing as an alternative.
An alternative to the Algonquin east-west congestion is also available within the
limits of Algonquin by using Souwanas Trail with a minor bridge crossing
reconnecting to Rt 62.

The extension of Rt 72 to Randall would ease the Dundee bridge congestion and
should be accomplished without regard for the bridge status.

The alternate approach, which would be of widest regional benefit, would include a
tollfree I-90 frontage road with bridge, and an Algonquin bypass with minor
bridgeworks as an extension to Souwanas and thereon to Rt 62. The 62 bridge could



be one way during the higher traffic periods and west only during the rush hours.
The Souwanas bridge could be managed similarly. While the tollroad seems
inaccessible a frontage with coordinated on/off ramps is attainable with some effort.
Widening Rt 72 to Randall would also minimize congestion on that route during
peak travel periods.

I cannot support degrading the Village of Carpentersville, Algonquin, Dundee, or
Sleepy Hollow. A parallel situation exists in the DesPlaines watershed. The dity is
currently in the throes of restructuring flood plains which have been elevated by
highway construction and storm outflows. They are paying to repair the damage
done by upstream development-no one project was deemed 'significant’; however, the
cumulative effect is destroying their communities. No regional plan has been agreed
upon because each community has taken a parochial "Send it elsewhere-not in my
neighborhood." No community should export its problems-yet it is the most common
solution we see. The result is a 'not in my back yard' response-and justifiably so.

CURRENT SITUATION

The current level of service is impeded to a level of congestion during peak traffic
periods and the total available roadway vehicle capacity is approaching an
unacceptable limit of congestion. The measure of congestion isn't scientific-it is
obvious. What is the observed flow? Academically you can derive capacity yourself
using the following data.

The standard we use is indexed for congestion and scaled by a Level of Service
ranked A through F. 'A' is traffic in free flow and 'F' is traffic flow broken with all
vehicles essentially at a standstill.

Maximum acceptable traffic volumes against the road capacity:

'B ' t
ROAD/TYPE APACITY/V
2 lane arterial 12,000-15,000 vehicles per day
4 lane arterial 15,000-25,000 vehicles per day
4 lane freeway 75,000 vehicles per day

(See Table 'D' for adjusted Capacitys with recommended alternate site
insertion)

Vehicle equivalents (VEQs) weighted by variety of vehicles:
[ABLE 'B'
[YPE WEIGHT



A car or light truck =1 VEQ
Medium truck =2 VEQ
Heavy truck =3 VEQ

The traffic volume exhibit from the study shows a 1990 bridge crossing daily traffic
distribution for:

TABLE 'C

Rt 62 (Algonquin) at 23,200 VEQ

Rt 68 (Carpentersville) at 19,500 VEQ
Rt 72 (Dundee) at 27,500 VEQ

I-90 (Elgin-Dundee) at 66,000 VEQ

The reason for the excess loading is not explained beyond numerical loading, and the
assumption is simply growth without demographic data. It should be noted that the
1990 loading is relatively evenly distributed for the three Village bridge traffic VEQ.

Additional data regarding future growth, commercial development, and residential
development is needed to more accurately project need.

ANALYSIS

The consultant concludes that the Bolz Road/Bridge is the preferred crossing based
on the "official support from the Village of Carpentersville and Algonquin.” The
traffic capacity of the new 4 lane arterial would be (using our table above) 25,000 cars
per day with periodic service degradation to a lower level of service during high
demand in excess of the 25,000; the consultant also estimates a VEQ of 34,000.
Without the participation of Algonquin the bridge will operate as poorly as the
existing conditions and congestion will simply be relocated. Traffic will again move
to the path of least resistance and a new bridge will be required.

Bolz Road will have limited restricted local access, and residents north and south of
the roadway will have to travel through neighborhood streets to access feeders.

The Algonquin bypass-and bridge would preserve the historic character of the
Village, and provide east-west access at the north end of the study area.
Redistribution of traffic to the parallel brige system would minimize the impact of
traffic for each area.

The existing Dundee bridge has already been widened, and additional work needs to
take place to provide better flow to the Randall Road corridor (north-south).
Previously reported at 27,500 VEQ prior to the current configuration and loading.

The existing Carpentersville bridge is poorly sited for additional traffic and can



continue to accept traffic at its current demand (19,500).

The new I-90 Frontage and bridge could easily manage 25,000 VEQs and an
Algonquin bypass could also be rated at 25,000 VEQs.

A new corridor will cause greater congestion to local roads and feeders within the
village and residential areas.

Improvement of feeder and collector roads and signalization is a recurring constant
problem and should be reviewed on an ongoing basis.

Many of our current village and township roads are simply improved trails.
Improvements and expansion to existing roads would solve many of our current
feeder problems.

If we support high density development and traffic then we are opting for a radical
change in life style for all our comununities. If we wish to maintain our ‘village'
profile the insertion of high capacity systems into Village residential areas should be
rejected. The call for a Bolz Bridge is a call for a high capacity corridor through a
residential area.

The proposed bridge will generate traffic and development. If traffic is diverted
through Carpentersville, Dundee, Sleepy Hollow, or Algonquin additional traffic will
follow. I don't believe any community would welcome a high capacity roadway
through its residential areas. Neighboring communities have already expressed strong
desires to be left out of the equation. Elevated traffic has already spurred some
communities to close feeder roads to through traffic.

The proposed Fox Expressway had a similar scenario. It also had a restricted study
area which made it impossible to accept. In an attempt to avoid environmentally
sensitive areas it ignored homeowners and property.

The Bolz Road and Bridge will serve no benefit to the township. The call for a
regional solution and planning has a nice ring to it until the call is for someone else
to absorb the burden and loss resulting from a project which will deteriorate a
community. Villages are fragile communities with homes, neighborhoods and social
structures. The highway and bridge will not serve to benefit the existing community.
The value. of property and quality of life will diminish as a function of the distance
from the roadway and bridge.

ALTERNATIVES

A four lane frontage road with a parallel bridge at I-90 would move some 15,000
vehicles for local traffic off the interstate, relieve the Elgin and Dundee feeders, and
provide easy access for east-west traffic at the south end of the study area. Elgin (I50)
has a current density of 66,000 vehicles/day. A regional adjustment without local
impact would bypass the residential areas and serve western development. A single



corridor would have to absorb the majority of future traffic and would attract
additional current traffic. A bypass route is available when we include I90.
Construction of a toll free frontage road and parallel bridge at 190 would remove
much local traffic from I-90 (Rts 25/31 section) and accommodate local traffic. In
addition it would attract future traffic and a new corridor. The addition to the 190
bridge would enhance access to the Elgin area as well. The existing 190 corridor is
primarily commercial and would fit a corridor profile for the western towns
development.

The Rt 62 north bypass could be developed with McHenry County and Algonquin
Townships to appropriately site that corridor within planned current development.
The 1990 23,200 VEQ is short of even todays demand for roadways. A single bridge
does not appear to be adequate unless it is of freeway configuration. Obviously it is
essential that Algonquin participate in the regional plan. It is equally obvious that
Algonquin should include the upper Fox PPA in any regional planning that impacts
thier district.

Route 72 should be widened to Randall and signalization coordinated. This should be
executed as quickly as possible irregardless of the bridge status.

Projected traffic volume at 2000 with bridge crossings at -90 & Rt 62 daily traffic
distribution:

TABLE D

Rt 62 (Algonquin bypass) Allow (23,000 VEQ)
Rt 62 (Algonquin) Reduce to local (18,000 VEQ)
Rt 68 (Carpentersville) Remain at (19,500 VEQ)
Rt 72 (Dundee)}widen 72 Remain at (27,500 VEQ)
I-90 (Elgin-Dundee) Interstate (66,000 VEQ)
1-90 (Frontage bypass) Alow for local (25,000 VEQ)

Total available capacity without Interstate traffic(approximately} (113,000 VEQ)

No-build as an option. Certainly the lack of a high capacity traffic system would slow
development. The contention that if we build it they will come is a real one. The lack
of good roads, mass transit, schools, water, stormwater management, sewer, and
services would not attract an informed developer or buyer. Increased traffic
roadways cause an explosion of population growth in areas that are not currently
served by them. Expressways bring rapid development and are the primary reason
for suburban sprawl in the Chicago area.

The residential impact is presented as being minimal and the inevitability certain.
The residences within blocks of the corridor will also be negatively impacted and
have not been included. The overrun and lack of access will occlude and prohibit
access locally generating peripheral congestion. The noise, safety, disruption,



pollution, and restructure of lifestyle are more than minimal. The Villages have, over
the past decade, through individual effort and expenditure of milions of dollars
improved the environment, natural infrastructure and quality of life for the residents
and the region. The Township should reject any project which does not improve and
maintain the quality of life for its residents. Certainly not for the benefit of some to
the detriment of others.

A Dbridge and highway as proposed will not improve the quality of life for the
residents of Algonquin, Carpentersville, Dundee & Sleepy Hollow-rather it will
degrade the neighborhoods by increased noise, stockade structured sound walls,
increased stormwater and road pollution runoff, increased traffic demand and
restricted local traffic access. Do I want a bridge in my community? Certainly not one
of this magnitude or one which will generate traffic of this density! Should you
accept, or support a project which will erode the lifestyle of your family or a
neighbor? Certainly not! -

If the single site is the proposed solution I would not recommend acceptance. The
solution cannot be achieved with a single 4 lane site unless freeway trafic is allowed.
I would not recommend this highway and bridge as sited, and certainly not without
regional and public input and involvement.



Sources/references:

The Fox Expressway Environmental Committee-Northern Section Report &
Recommendations

(1992)

Deicing Salt Dispersion and Effects on Vegetation Along Highways-1991 Case Study:
Deicing Salt Deposition on the Morton Arboretum

Forecast Travel in the Fox Valley Corridor-CATS Chicago Area Transportation Study-1991
Traffic Noise and the Effects on Human Health-Yracheta-1991

Gaseous Emissions From Motor Vehicles-Mustafa-1991

Hazardous Substances-Dreyer-1991

Wild Plants and Natural Areas of Kane County-Young-1986

National Environmental Policy Act-43 CFR55978-56007

Land Resource Management Plan 2020-Kane County, Iilinois-1996

IDOT Illinois Department of Transportation Air Quality Manual

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation-Fox River Bridge
Crossing-Kane County, Illinois

Final Environmental Impact Statement-Fox River and Tributaries-US Army Corp of
Engineers-July 1984 Aquatic Life Profiles-Mollusk, Fish, Bird Life-Endangered and
threatened Species

IDOC Illinois Department of Conservation Fox River Musse] Survey-1990






FOX RIVER BRIDGES PROJECT
TO CONSTRUCT UP TO FIVE BRIDGES
ACROSS THE FOX RIVER
IN KANE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
and SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION

May 1998

BOLZ ROAD BRIDGE
RESPONSE

TULY-1998

BOLZ ROAD BRIDGE/HIGHWAY—--OBSERVATIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS
Lee Barrett-34W049 Fox River Drive-Dundee Township-Kane County,Illinois






WO SNIT O e LD

The following comments are responsive to the Draft EIS by Chapter & Page as
indexed in the report.

Page #5-1

Proposed Action

"The proposed action...is the construction...of..new crossings of the Fox River."

The statement should be changed to include "I90 as a frontage road crossing with a
toll free ON-OFF for local traffic. It should also be noted that the Village of
Algonquin is not participating currently with the Kane County corridor study-nor has
the impact of the Algonquin bypass been considered. The Algonquin study (not
inserted) has established a need for the Bolz highway to solve the Algonquin
transportation problems without allowing Carpentersville, East & West Dundee to
participate.

The EIS addresses the corridor within Kane County and should integrate McHenry
County programs and needs. This relationship is essential to evaluating a regional
solution. In general the report addresses impacts only upon those elements directly
within the path of construction. Impacts of noise, vibration, salt migration, road
pollutants, and flooding are addressed as items which will be managed as best as
possible, or permissible. The EIS should not simply list the issues as not significant
but should indicate the actual proposed mitigation.

The EIS data does not include demographics adjusted to indicate the impact of the
South Suburban Airport constructed. The impact of the SSA will redirect
development and demographics.

The following comments are responsive to the Draft EIS by Chapter & Page as

indexed in the Table of Contents TOC-1 through TOC-16 dated May, 1998. Responses
and comments to the report elements follow the report quote/tag.

SUMMARY

Page#5-1

"An evaluation of the possible alternatives indicated that only new bridges would
satisfy the project need.”

Viable alternatives include:

A second east-west bridge north of Algonquin

A second east west bridge using County Line Road to Souwanas in Algonquin
I-90 toll free access between 25 & 31

[-90 parallel frontage and local bridge between 25 & 31

Complete the 4 lane extension of Rt 72 to Randall Road
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Page#5-2
"There are no other proposed major activities in the area that are relevant..."

The Algonquin Rt 62 project is in progress and is directly related to the east west
traffic loading. This project is so closely related that it is referred to win the
Algonquin plan. Growth in McHenry County is the major reason that the bridges are
being considered.

A "ring" road is planned to accommodate traffic through the collar counties. Growth
has occurred in a five mile band around Chicago every decade. As the urbanization
expands infrastructure has followed. The insertion of the ring road and its impact
should be considered.

The south suburban airport "SSA" is becoming more and more a reality. The
migration of commerce and population to the proposed site should be considered.

The Rt 47 corridor and Randall Road widening will significantly alter traffic patterns
when completed

Page#5-3
"The benefits of construction...are"

The project does not complement the 2020 Land Resource Management Plan and
this comment should moved to the "adverse impacts" paragraph below. The project
encourages sprawl. As higher speed highways are developed the time to destination
is reduced. This allows development to reach further as time of travel is reduced. An
analysis of impacts by the County Development Department with commentary
should have been included. That analysis is conspicuously absent from the report.

The enhanced access to developing areas will generate more traffic, and consequently
more sprawl. As travel time is reduced population density will increase.

Community cohesion is not a function of high traffic highways. The road will not
provide access to the communities adjacent to it; nor will it encourage use of local
shopping centers. It will remove a portion of an existing park and-deny ready access
to the remaining recreational space.

“The adverse impacts...are"

The neighborhood traffic east of the river will be funneled to Rt 25 through local
streets (Amarillo Drive) . This will deteriorate the character of the neighborhood and
elevate the traffic. The diverted traffic will conflict with local traffic and established
neighborhoods.
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The noise, vibration, emissions and salt migration to the remaining homes will
depreciate the quality of life and value of the residential community beyond the
immediate corridor.

The Fox river is essentially uninterrupted by bridges, roads and structures in this
specific reach. The bridge and highway will not only interrupt the current quality of
this natural area but aggressively diminishes the work done to date to maintain and
restore that natural and recreational capacity.

CHAPTER ONE
PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE ACTION

Page#l1-1

"Serve proposed land use in conformance to Kane County's 2020 Land Resource
Management Plan..."

The purpose of the bridge is to solve the Algonquin and McHenry County traffic
problems. The purpose and use indicated for the wester areas are Ag Priority. The
Planning Partnership Areas council for the Upper Fox is not mentioned in the EIS.
The Algonquin study does; however, rely heavily upon the Bolz corridor being
implemented to solve their traffic problems through 2020. The verbiage should be
revised to reflect the actual need and purpose.

Page#1-4

The population growth chart and assumptions are based on data which does not
consider the South Suburban Airport (SSA). The chart should be revised to include
that data available from the Northeastern Illinois Plan Commission (NIPC) and
assumptions adjusted. This comment should carry through the entire report in that
population and commercial density are the basic premises of need.

Page#1-6

SSA impact not included in projected traffic-see page 4 comment.

Page#1-11

"1.1.3.3. Serve Proposed Land Use"

The project is not aligned with the 2020 plan. The section reiterates the goals of the
plan and then generally ignores them. The highway and bridge project collides with
the 2020 planned approach to Environmental Considerations, Natural Resources,

Agricultural Preservation, Historic Preservation, and Cooperative Planning. The fact
that the EIS addresses these issues by reference
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in no way indicates accordance.
Page#1-15

SSA impact not included in projected traffic-see page 4 comment. It is important to
note the impact of the Algonquin population as the prime need factor from table 1.2-
1.

The Route 72 congestion currently is a product of construction at the 190 and Rt 62
sites, as well as the incomplete extension of the widening from Rt 25 to Randall
Road. The necking down of 73 west of Dundee substantially increases travel time
during peak periods.

CHAPTER TWO
AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

Page# 2-1

The population growth chart and assumptions are based on data which does not
consider the South Suburban Airport (SSA). The data should be revised to include
that data available from the Northeastern Illinois Plan Commission (NIPC) and
assumptions adjusted.

Page# 2-2

The population growth chart and assumptions are based on data which does not
consider the South Suburban Airport (SSA). The chart should be revised to include
that data available from the Northeastern Illinois Plan Commission (NIPC) and
assumptions adjusted.

Page#2-3/4

Community cohesion and high volume arterial roadways are not compatible
expressions. The availability of public service and emergency functions will be
attended to via satellite public safety centers, as are any larger community. Bridges
will not solve for ready access to public safety and utility services.

Page#2.7

Agriculture

The concerns of the Department of Agriculture and local Farm Bureau should be
formally responded to before advancing the project. The Department of Agriculture

and the Farm Bureau, et al have responded with concerns. I see no indication that
any of the concerns have been resolved or addressed.
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Page#2-27/28
"Birds"

I am certain a trained observer given adequate time would have found a greater
variety of birdlife. In my casual observations I have seen bald eagles, black crested
night herons, European swans, woodducks, the american bronze turkey and a
variety of hawks.

"Mammals"

The list does not include the fox. Even the most casual of observers must encounter a
fox in the river valley. A neighbor of mine sits and watches the local kits with their
mother playing near his back yard.

Page#2-33
"Mussels"

“In 1990 the Illinois Natural Survey evaluated...fish, mussels,crayfish, and vascular
plants.”

The biodiversity and water quality have improved most dramatically this decade.
Effluent discharge, turbidity, siltation, and habitat quality have improved due to the
efforts of volunteers as well as Local, County, State, and Federal efforts and
resources. While the 1990 report by the IEPA does not currently list this particular
reach of the river as ahigh quality aquatic resource it should not be forced to a worse
condition by the insertion of a bridge and roadway with the associated noise,
geometry, and chemical interference against the current efforts for an improving
biological environment. The waterway has received extensive attention in the last
decade and has improved substantially. Mussels were once so plentiful that
harvesting was once an industry on the Fox River. As late as 1990 surveys have
confirmed the persistence of the last surviving species in the waterway. A list of
mussels from the IDOC survey is attached. In addition to that partial inventory
recent projects on the River have revealed the presence of the eliptio dilatata, which
continues to persist, reported on the upper Fox during dredging operation in 1997.
A comment by a IDOC survey team in 1988 states "The Fox River is a beautiful
stream, but it has suffered greatly from man's abuse...It is very obvious this stream at
one time was probably a high quality sport fish stream, and this potential remains if
only the polluting of the river could be stopped...Much could be done to benefit this
river."

Page#2-34/37
"Air Quality"

Much of the area is not required to test for emissions due to the low traffic volume.
Past experience has shown that additional capacity generates additional traffic.
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Initially traffic will redistribute attracted by the new roadway. Over time the
roadway will reach capacity as new development is attracted by lower travel times
allowing urbanization beyond the existing travel limits. The most obvious example
the Dundee bridge (Rt 72) over this same river. It has been built without adequate
adjacent and connecting traffic control or feeders roadways. It is impossible to
negotiate during peak traffic periods, and subsequently neighborhood streets are
flooded with traffic. The air quality is palpable.

"Noise"

Noise criteria is concerned with discernable frequencies within the human audible
range (Dba). Levels by frequency. Levels, not necessarily within the Dba range, will
disrupt the natural areas as well and should be considered as impacting the river
valley and habitat and dwellings. Sound from the 190 bridge carry as far as the
Village of Dundee and the best solution is absence of noise. Sound walls carry the
burden of enclosure and viewing shed restriction. Placing a four lane highway
within and adjacent to a residential area is degenerating, unattractive, and
unhealthful. This issue should singularly generate a fatal flaw flag. We pioneered
"compact, contiguous growth in Chicago in the 60s. Cabrini Green and the Taylor
Homes Projects, which were touted as green space projects, are considered a
contemporary failure.

"Special waste"

Salts (NaCl. KCI) and chemicals used for deicing. while essential for safety, are
detrimental to the biodiversity of the watershed. Detention with downstream
wetlands designed for filtration are methods of mitigation and require annual
maintenance. Who is responsible for maintaining the wetlands and restoration if they
become loaded with debris and silt?

"Visual Resources"

The state of the current reach of the Fox River that is within the study area is
relatively undisturbed by structures. The bridge and traffic will not enhance the
current viewing shed.

Page#2-48

"Special Lands (Forest Preserves, Parks, etc.), Algonquin Shores Forest Preserve,
Fox River Forest Preserve, Hickory Hills Site

The open spaces and public areas in the study area are essential to the
neighborhoods. Infilling will leave these neighborhoods with a still lower quality of
life. The highway and bridge will be a bad neighbor generating a noise, heat,
emissions and creating a barrier to the park. It will have replaced the park with an
unfriendly barrier. This particular neighborhood has access to a relatively open reach
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of the Fox River through a forest preserve, and has open space available to it
partially due to a federally funded forest preserve. No other recreational
opportunities exist in the neighbor hood. I consider the neighborhood extremely
fragile and the impacts will reach deeper than simply the right of way. The indirect
impacts are substantial and have not been addressed.

CHAPTER THREE
ALTERNATIVES

Page#3-1/5
No-Build

Schools in the district are currently decentralized and a desire for meighborhood’
schools will continue to drive that concept. Satellite public safety buildings are
existing and in process. A bridge will not change that need. Distance and local
presence are the driving issues. The existing municipalities share services as needed
and have linkage for support. The sense of neighborhood will not be enhanced with
insertion of a highway.

Congestion Management System (CMS)

Signalization an traffic control in consort with improved feeder systems are in
process. Rote 72 (Dundee) bridge has yet to be extended to Randall Road (something
that cannot be addressed with this funding package). Signal coordination along
Route 72 with 25,31, and Randall is incomplete. The bottleneck on 72 in Dundee has
not been considered in this report, and it is a driving element to the congestion at
that crossing.

Page#3-6
No-Build Alternative

Rt 62 is currently being realigned, Rt 72 needs completion, 190 has and will continue
to have excess capacity, and the South Suburban Airport (55A) will redirect
development efforts. The utilization of the existing roadways, signalization and
traffic control coordinated with existing the current SRA, and preservation of an
existing corridor (Bolz Road) for future local fraffic is the appropriate action.

CHAPTER FOUR
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

Page# 4-1

Land Use
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The constant reference to the 2020 Land Resource Management Plan for Kane
County is confusing in that no commentary is contained in the Coordination
document Vol 3 of 3. The 2020 Plan is conceptual and is not intended as a regulatory
document. As such, a reader could make the same set of assumptions concerning
scattered site housing and sprawl. McHenry County has expressed a public interest
in controlling 'sprawl' but has been unable to execute control. Much of the concern
they published in the 1992 "Choices for the 21st Century:Suburban Sprawl or
Managed Growth" are mirrored in Kane today. Overbuilding the infrastructure,
agriculture preservation, natural areas.

The build alternative will not solve the congestion-merely displace it for a time. The
ability to travel a longer distance in a shorter will attract development beyond the
area of initial concern and the traffic congestion will be regenerated.

Page#4-2/3

Displacement of any citizen and the "taking" of property concerns me deeply. The
last remnant of despotism rests in the rule of public condemnation. What is the
strength of title to property and to what regard is your home held. This is an
extraordinary measure to be executed rarely and as a last measure. We cannot
replace a family home by relocation or purchase. The taking of property is an

adversarial intrusion of trust. The credibility of the Forest Preserve, Park District,
DNR, and local government is vulnerable.

Page#4-4

Community Cohesion

A high capacity highway will not generate community cohesiveness.

Page#4-5

If we remove the park, span the river, increase pollution, remove homes, and
degrade the quality of life for remaining homeowners we will not diminish the value
of the property adjacent to the highway and bridge.

Page#4-9

The credibility of the Forest Preserve, Park District, DNR, and local government is
vulnerable. As with other projects intrusion into forest preserves this will be
precedent setting as it falls outside the primary mission statement of the agency.

Page#4-9

Transportation
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I agree that initially noticeable reduction will occur in consort with the 62 bypass
and the completion of the I90 construction project. Extension of the 72 widening to
Randall will relieve the bottleneck in Dundee as well. The consultant should project
years to recurrence of the inevitable congestion.

Biology
Previously covered
Page#4-54

Energy Resources

The increase in traffic over time will increase energy resource usage. A little
observed energy usage application is that of imparted energy. The is energy that is
the energy needed to mine, produce transport and assemble a project. The cost is
obviously expressed in the end product, but the actual energy as a unit is rarely
evaluated.

Page#4-56
Summary of Mitigation Measures

Cash mitigation for assessable value is obvious. The loss of trust and sense of
ownership cannot be compensated. The depreciation of quality of life for a
homeowner who had previous access to an open reach of the river or park cannot be
compensated. The credibility of a Forest Preserve or Park District cannot be
compensated.

Page#4-60

The Village of Carpentersville does not support the Bolz Road Corridor. By vote it
not supported by the Village Council.

Page#4-62

School District#300 has asked that no more development be advanced due to the
existing capacity. The road will attract more development and service requirements.

Park District/Recreation Areas will be infringed upon, become inaccessible or
diminished in quality. Similar resources at remote locations cannot replace local
parks & recreation.

The impacts of assessed value do not take into account the property values of
adjacent remaining properties.
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CHAPTER FIVE
SECTION 4(F)EVALUATION

See the body of this response

CHAPTER SIX
COQORDINATION AND COMMITMENTS

Page#6-3

Alternatives are not adequately studied. Impact of area projects are not included. The
bridge and roadway are not integrated into an improved feeder system of improved
roadways. The system is not locally supported, and is not of primary benefit to Kane
County.

The community was not involved in the planning or siting. No citizens Advisory
Council existed and the public eventually responded during 'public comment'-
predictably they were very negative and angry.

#****&**#End Of Comments**ﬂ-i****!'
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2020 Strategic Regional Transit System
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2020 Strategic Regional Arterial System
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VOTER CANVAS
PROFILE
COMMENTS

&
RECOMMENDATIONS
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BOLZ ROADWAY/BRIDGE VOTE PROFILE

The canvas and breakdown indicates a plurality to not construct the highway and bridge. The
referendum was intended to show the majority of the voters, not affected by the corridor, would
indicate a desire to construct despite the negative impact on a fragile residential community. The
opposite occurred. The people that I spoke with were sympathetic to the residents affected, and the
voters generally were opposed to the highway and bridge. The breakdown by geographic area only
indicates an inclination to construct as long as it is someone elses neighborhood. I have attached a
township map-by precinct-to graphically indicate the preference. I have also attached the “Summary of
Ballots Cast” for reference.

DUNDEE TOWNSHIP DISTRICTS 21, 23 & 24

WEST DUNDEE

Precinct YES NO
t] 191 131
04 178 9
16 143 120
28 111 70
SUBTOTAL 623 411
EAST DUNDEE

Precinct YES NO
02 77 113
03 157 108
11 164 154
15 115 101
SUBTOTAL 513 476
ALGONQUIN

Precinct YES NO
24 104 180
25 551 177

TOTA 655 357



SLEEPY HOLLOW
Precinct

20
22
23
26

SUBTOTAL
BARRINGTON
Precinct

08

SUBTOQTAL

CARPENTERSVILLE
Precinct

05
06
07
09
10
12
13
14
17
18
19
21
27

TOTA

TOTAL

KANE COUNTY DISTRICT

21
23
24

YES
188
119

68
98

473

49

YES

35
49
109
28
51
40
40
23

128
36
49
83

715

929
1,072
336

NO

i15
75
47
79

NO

&

NO

104
165
132
153
93
95
87
155
147
70
87
83

3.126

911
1,121



A revisit of the original study does not indicate a benefit to the Village most affected, and the fear that
a parallel bridge and road in neighboring communities is considered to be the driving factor in the
vote profile,

To formerly record the bias the wording on the referendum should have stated:

*What is your preferred highway/bridge corridor?
A.Boncosky Road-Sleepy Hollow
B.Bolz Road-Carpentersville
C.Rt 62-Algonquin”
D.Nong

With all areas to decide whether they preferred a corridor through another community the vote should
have been heavily weighted against Carpentersville. The vote indicated that sufficient voters were of a
conscience to vote against the intrusion into a residential community rather than simply drop it into
anothers back yard. The face-to-face canvas of my district voters affirms a strong desire to mainfain
the residential quality of the existing neighborhoods.

Recommendations:

Based on the strong public opinion within my district against the highway and bridge I am
recommending the following to accommodate the expanding population and the resulting
infrastructure:

Forming of a Citizens Advisory Committce composed of volunteers from the communities
involved. The Committee should have, at its disposal; the studies for the *regional®
approaches, socio-environmental, bio-environmental, economic, Governmental
representatives from the County and local bodics and agencies, Transportation,
Educational, and Agricultural factions. The body will be headed by a non-voting chair
with vice-chairs representing each faction as a central executive committee. The CAC
used by the Fox Valley Expressway could be uscd as a model.

Absent the direct input of a representative committee I cannot recommend accepting the current
approach to site a bridge based upon demand of a single community at the detriment of another,



DUNDEE TOWNSHIP
Bridge/corridor at Bolz Rd

Dundee
Dundee
Dundee
Dundee
Dundee
Dundee
Dundee
Dundee
Dundee
Dundee
Dundea
Cundee
Dundee
bundee
Dundee
Dundee
Dundee
Dundee
Dundee
Dundee
Cundee
Dundee
Dundee
Dundee
bundee
Dundee
Dundee
Dundee

*+FINAL TOTAL**

3333333343333335433583883533

.

.

.

.

+

.

oL
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

NONPARTISAN ELECTION - NOVEMBER 4, 1997 PAGE
LORRAINE P. SAVA, KANE COUNTY CLERK
SUMMARY OF BALLOTS CAST
DUNDEE TOWNSHIP

01 N/P YES 02 N/P NO
01 02
191 131
77 113
157 108
178 90
38 a9
43 104 .
108 165
49 96
28 132
51 153 N
164 154 ™S
40 93 //\
40 95
23 87
115 101
143 120 \p
44 155 R
128 147 N
36 70
188 115 mw
49 87 N
119 75 3
68 47 .
104 180 //A”
551 177 3
98 79 .
83 83 .
111 70
3028 3126
J



) \\\k RSP S
AUGATOM Qe

-

,;r,?__.._. F——
¥

LT
S

A, s
Ay «-'n""

| TV CARPENTFRSVILLE

e P s

s

4, ,\:
— -

w
5 W
4w
33w
32 W






McHENRY COUNTY
ALTERNATE
to
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December 31, 1991

To : Mr. James Ivers, Chairman

Northern Planning Group

Fox Valley Freeway Citizens Advisory Committee
From : David Goss, Comnmittee Member

Subject: Alternative to Freeway construction

I wish to present, based on my review of the facts presented by CATS and
IDOT in November, an alternative to the proposed Fox Valley Freeway in the
Northern Region study area. It is not my view that a freeway is warranted
now or in the planning horizon being considered by our planning group.

I believe that a freeway is not warranted north of the Northwest Tollway
(I-=90). I do feel that major road improvements would: serve the southern
and central portions of the freeway study area; address problem traffic
areas within the northern study area; and take the entire northern study
area well into the 21st century with roads adequate to serve the projected
population. This proposed scenario is presented in two parts: major
additions to the county highway system as defined in the McHenry Couptv
Year 2000 Transportation Plan: and improvements to the regional arterial
roads (both within and outside the freeway study corridor). While
preparing this proposal, I have not considered whether a specific road
arterial road improvement is on an approved proiect list or not.

There are important considerations that hold, whether improvements are new
roads or widened major arterial roads:

1. There should be a minimum of access points granted to major arterial
roadways: county and local municipal governments must adhere to
this planning concept. Curb cuts onto major arterial roads should
be minimized: planners should include in their local comprehensive
plans roads running parallel (not necessarily frontage roads}) to
major arterials to collect traffic and reduce pressure for single
lot accesses.

2. A new bridge north of Algonquin is essential to geood traffic flow in
the southeastern portion of McHenry County. Contrary to what bridge
oppanents praclaim, it is necessary to get due east and southeast
without going to I-90 on Randall Road.

3. During the land acquisition process, enough room for 5 five lane
section of right-of-way should be purchased, even if only a three
lane section is judged necessary at the present time. This will
permit future roadway upgrades, if needed.
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December 31, 19951

4. Regional planning is critical. Major roadway linkages, the
protection of right-of-way from curb cuts, etc. must be planned and
implemented at the county and municipal level. County and local
plans must dovetail. Municipalities must also plan together for
regional road linkages that serve a smaller area. Perhaps this
could be coordinated by municipal appointments to county-wide
regional planning committees.

. 131t

The county transportation plan (for the year 2000) calls for the following
major construction efforts that should be included:

1. FAP 420 (the Richmond / McHenry bypass) should be constructed.
This roadway should connect with the extension to Route 53 near
Grayslake. The road might utilize the Route 31 roadbed north
of McHenry or its own corridor, but the linkage between Route
53 and Route 12 in Wisconsin is essential to overall improved
traffic flow.

2. A bypass should be constructed around the western edge of
McHenry from the new FAP 420 south and east to Route 31. This
should be at least a three lane section.

3. A bypass from Route 31 north of Algonguin, crossing the Fox
River, and crossing Route 62 at Route 25 must be constructed.
South of the county line, this roadway should continue south
along the Commonwealth Edison right-of-~way and end in an
interchange on I-90.

4. 2 bypass from Route 31 south of Route 14 to Randall Road
(already planned and to begin construction in 1992) must be
comnpleted.

I feel that the McHenry County plan accurately depicts roadway additions
that would lessen traffic congestion within the Fox Valley Freeway study
area. Major arterial roadway improvements will enhance the ability of
these new roads to serve the traffic needs for decades to come.
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Improvements to major existing roads are an integral of a comprehensive
program. Where intersection improvements are indicated, those
improvements include left and right turn lanes and/or traffic control
devices, where warranted. Note that many of the suggested improvements
extent well ocutside the Fox Valley Freeway study area, as does part of the
proposed FAP 420 and the extension of a new Algonguin bypass to I-90. It
is ludricous to expect that traffic woes can be corrected within a
confined area when obvious bottlenecks exist ocutside that area.

1. Route 62 (extended)

- from Route 47 to Route 31, three lane section with intersection
improvements at Miller, Frank, Randall, Hilltop, and Pyott Road

- from Route 31 to Roselle Road (in Palatine), five lane section
with intersection improvements at Route 25, Route 68, Route 59,
Barrington Road, etc.

2. Route 176

-~ from Route 14 to Route 31, five lane section.

- from Route 31 to Route 83 (near Mundelein), three lane section
with intersection improvements at Barrellville, River, Darrell,
Fairfield, and Gilmer Road.

3. Route 120

- from Wonder Lake to Ringwood Road, three lane section.

-~ from the Fox River to intersection with Route 60, three lane
section with intersection improvements at Chapel Hill Road and
Route 12.

4. Route 14
- from Route 47 southeast to Cary, five lane section with

intersection improvements at McHenry County College,
Ridgefield, Three Oaks, and Silver Lake Road.
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5. Route 31

- from Route 12 to Route 120, three lane section with
intersection improvements.

= from Route 120 to Cary-algonguin Road, five lane section with
intersection improvements.

- from Route 62 to I-90, three lane section with intersection
improvements.

6. Route 59
~ from Route 12 south to Route 68, three lane section with
intersection improvements at Route 22, Cuba Road, Route 14,
Lake~Cook, and Barrington Roads.

- From Route 68 to I-90, five lane section with intersection
improvements at Route 62 and Route 72.

7. Route 68

- from Route 25 to Route 12, three lane section with intersection
improvements at Ela and Barrington Roads.

8. Route 72
- from Randall Road to Route 31, five lane section.

~ from Route 68 to I-90, five lane section with intersection
improvements.

9. Randall Road (including the Crystal Lake bypass)

- from I-%0 to McHenry Ave., five lane section with intersection
improvements at Route 72, Huntley, Miller, and Ackman Roads.

- from McHenry Avenue to Route 31 (bypass), three lane section
with intersection improvements at Pyott, Virginia, and Pingree
Roads.
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10. Route 22
- From Route 14 to Route 83, three lane section with intersection
improvements at Kelsey, Ela, Midlothian, Quentin, and 0ld
McHenry Roads.
11. Lake / Cook Road (County Line Road)

- from Route 62 to Route 12, three lane section with intersection
improvements

12. Route 47

- from Route 14 to I-90, three lane section with intersection
improvements at Route 176, Huntley, and Algonguin Roads.

(33 S Brewmwss Dr.
Ceustac Oﬂﬁé, Lo bovi-942%
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LLTERNATIVES FOR REL.RVING CONGESTION AT RTS. 31 AND €2

On Route €2, match the S exicting lanem east of Route 3} with S lanes west of
Route 31, and extending west to, &t least, Pyotht R4, Any less would create a
maseive bottleneek, in view of the fact that Fyott Rd. ie the firet road to
interssct Route 62 wewt of Route 2t. A long right turn enly at that point weuld
provide a smooth traffic flow to the north and northwegt via Rakow Rd.. Virginia
Rd., and Route 14.

Improve the intereection of Routes 31 and 62 by increaaing the radiua of each of
all 4 cornars to facilitate turning for trucks and carse.

Mlow for a right turn on red from Routs 21 nerthbound to go east on Route &2,

! -
The traffic control lighte at Foutes €7 and 21 must be aynchronized with the
lights at Reute €2 and Hartison Strazt. They are not now, and never havs
been{synchronized},

Route 31 north cf 62 should be widancd enough to provide a southbound laft turn
only lane for 1/4 mila. The two nerthhound lanes ehould be extended to connect
to the 2 existing northbound lanze 3 blecks further nerth. Thers are now 2
northbound lanes reduced to 1 lane and widsned kack to 2 lanae 3 blocks later.

On Foune 31 provide 2 northbound lanes for 1 fall bleck From Waghington St to
frwre ©2. 8imply atraighten the curb to avcommodats traffic and remeva ths tress
flanted there to cobestruct traffic. Widen the Routs 31 bridge over the -tw=k and
vrestvict parking betwesn 3 p.m. snd 6 p m., the same houre that traffic e
reetricted on LaFox Drive. '

Frovide an “in town leop" geénerally connecti{ny Route 31 from the eouth, using
South Harrieon Street, proceeding north of Route 62 onto North Harrieen, and ti-
turning onte Route 31 north, frem Edwards Strest.

Extend Pyott Road from Rlgonquin Road eouth to Route 31 in the area of Hunting~u
brive, Widen Pyort Road to 4 lanew, creating a way to gat to Route 31 withour
gring through Algonguin {intersectien of Rt. 21762} .

Take sut the “no turn” signz on DaFux and the street nerth of LaFox, allowing
traffic te find alternate routea arouw.d the Rt. 31/£2 interescticn, especially
¢or o thiose who would b turning cagt on Koute 62,

Extend Soulh Harrieon to Reute 1. Traffic werld he allowed to go novth off of
Rusta 31 to Route 62 and make a vight turn ~ate Route A2 sast or go north on
Havrison Straet

Pravida a longer l=ft turn “nly lane on Ronte 62 heotween Harrison Strest and
Foute 2. going south on Foute 31. There would be no left turn frem Route

&2 {eakt onto Harrison Streer, utilizirg that epace for the left turn onte Reuts
31. (Pressntly, there are NO weetbound through lanen when the lsft turn bay Fills
up and blocka tha ONLY westbound lanel}

Widen Rakow Road to 4 lanes. Widan Routse 31 north af Mgonquin teo 4 lanes.

SnsEYuCt an elevated rsad over the Ronte £2 bridges for through east/west



traflfie. This hor bren done in nary cther aresec

Conerruct a local bridge, crosgeing from Scuth Rodra 31 near the Village water
treatmant plant, sact scrose the riveyr. connecting genarally in the area of
Souwanis Trail ard continuing the connection via/roadway to Sandbleom Read/Route
62,

Thess “hlcernatives” ware sugyested by citizens of the area and [orwarded toc us
46 members of the Tranepsrtation Advisory Committee for the Study.

David L. Mengler Leu Anne Majeweki

Nsme of Organization _
Name of Representative
Fhone Ho.

We would be available for: [Please check appropriate box
or boxes helow)

Interview with consultant
" Letter to consultant/advisory committee
Attend and/or spéak at public hearing
. Lletter to public officials
Hill contact neiginbors, friends for public hearings

Thank you for your interest and your help.
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Billita Jacobsen
1305 Wilson
Carpentersville, IL 60110

December 21, 1998

John Kos, District Engineer
{Hinois Dept. of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096

Dear Mr. Kos:

Enclosed you'll find an environmental impact study review of the Bolz Road
Bridge and Highway corridor. Please note that it addresses questions that were not
answered in the Environmental Impact Statement.

The review raises serious questions about the validity of the E.I.S. For instance,
the fact that the Black Crowned Night Heron is rearing young in the corridor, a fact
totally unaddressed in the E.I.S. Due to this and other data left out of the E.I.S. I request
that you prepare a supplemental statement to the E.1S. that factually reports on the
wildlife and wetlands present in the corridor.

Also, the E.I.S. needs to be revised because of totally incorrect findings it
reported. The Carpentersville Village Board officially voted to oppose the Bolz Road
Corridor, yet the E.I.S. states that they support it.

I would be happy to meet with you regarding the need for revision of the E.L.S.
or have you talk to the biologist who conducted the field studies for the enclosed review.
The E.LI.S. must address the serious concerns about endangered species in the corridor. 1
would appreciate hearing from you regarding this matter. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Billita Jacobsen
Co-Chair, Citizens' Action Team

Enclosure
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Environmental Analysis
for Potential Bolz Road Bridge Site

The Environmental Planning Team reviewed the existing draft Environmental Impact
Statement for the proposed bridge crossing of the Fox River at the Bolz Road site and is
providing an analysis of portion of the Environmental Impact Statement and Supplemental
Field Data related to the proposed Bolz Road Site.

Finding Number 1: The Environmental Impact Statement is considered to be incomplete in
terms of addressing the area at Bolz Road and did not provide any in depth data concerning
migratory and resident bird species for the site. In our brief evaluation of the area we noted
that the Fox River was being used as a rearing area for at least one State Endangered Species,
the Black Crowned Night Heron based upon multiple observations of an adult and juvenile in
the area. We were not able to determine if there were nesting sites in the area due to the
timing of the study. Further, we noted use of the immediate corridor by several other State
listed species as noted in the report.

We had determined that we should try to make observations at the proposed site during
differing time periods of the day to obtain the best records we could for the use of the area
by birds. The data in the report provides a good record of usage of the area for a single
season. The area would have substantially more usage by other birds during times on
migration.

Finding Number 2: The forested floodplain wetland areas located along the Fox River were
not included in the EIS document. A brief vegetative analysis of the vegetation in this
wetland area is included in the report. The forested floodplain wetlands are located along the
existing bike path at the foot of Bolz Road. This forested floodplain area is the habitat for a
wide variety of furbearing animals, amphibians, reptiles, and birds.

Placement of bridging structures within this floodplain wetland will cause a disruption in the
heavily forested corridor that is used by the local wildlife. The construction and the
continuing maintenance of the bridge at this point will cause the habitat to be fractured with a
resultant impact on the movements of wildlife in the area. Clearing trees to construct the
bridge will open the canopy of the area and will allow light to penetrate to the forest floor for
longer durations. This will have an impact on the vegetation in the area and will cause shifts
in species of plant dominance.
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Finding Number 3: The EIS was not very specific on how stormwater from the bridge
would be handled. We have no idea where the stormwater basins for the bridge would be
located and therefore we can not begin to predict the impacts on the landscape.

Finding Number 4: 1t is our opinion that the EIS does not address the impacts on wildlife
from a viewpoint of disruption of a substantial corridor along a major migration route for
birds. There are a number of studies that indicate that the most severe 1mpact on species
diversity for animals is the fracturing of the habitat. Fractured habitat allows invasive species
into the area, allows shifts in species diversity and dominance and therefore impacts the
overall habitat.

The EIS does not contain sufficient information to fully quantify the area potentially
impacted.

We had discussed our initial findings of the State Endangered Species with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service office in Barrington. They were unaware of the existence of the endangered
species of birds at the site. This is probably indicative of other data for the site also. Unless
specific organized studies are conducted for a site, one can only guess at the variety of
wildlife at a site based upon some brief observations. We were unable to find detarled fish
study reports for this segment of the river.

Besides the impacts on wildlife, there are a number of impacts on humans, some are directly
related to the loss of habitat, while other impacts are related to the actual loss of property.
Fracturing the habitat will impact on bird watching in the area. There will be losses in
aesthetics (visual and noise levels) by pedestrians and bikers.

Finding Number 5: The recreational use and potential of the site is not well documented.
We noted that the area is generally used by a number of persons for fishing. The proposed
bridge will have an impact on this recreations feature by increasing noise, making the site less
available to fishermen, and changing the geometry of the niver bed and the use of the river by
fish. Any structure placed in the river to support the bridge will impact the geomorphology
of the river. The impacts should be quantified in terms of displaced fishing habitat, stream
bank erosion, floodplain displacement, losses of trees on the river bank, and any potential
losses of fast land due to erosion.

The bridge will impact on the use of the bike path in the area with both short term and long
term impacts. We would also predict that the shooting range will be closed and this area will
be used for other activities.
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Summary of our Analysis: We do not consider the EIS to be adequate at this time. We
have been told that the funds for this project are not available at this point. There is
sufficient time for the agencies to take a hard look at the corridor and collect vital data that
will provide a reasonable basis for decision making. We would encourage the agencies to
collect pertinent information and get reasonable answers to questions on impacts for both the
human and natural environment.

This potential project will have significant long lasting and far reaching impacts on the
community and sufficient data should be collected and reviewed before any far reaching
decisions are made that impact the natural resources of the Fox River Valley.
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BOLZ ROAD ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDY REVIEW

CONTENTS:

1. Bird Survey

2. Wetland ldentification

3. Vegetation and Cover Type
4. Field Notes

1. BIRD SURVEY

The bird survey was conducted from September 8, 1998 to September 13, 1998. The location of
the observations was in the bridge corridor on the Fox River at 18N038 Angelina Pl
Carpentersville, Illinois. Several species of birds not documented in the Fox River Bridges
Environmental Impact Statement (E.1.S.), were observed. These included several species
designated as endangered or threatened by the Illinois Endangered Species Board. The
endangered species included the Sharp-shinned Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Black-crowned
Night Heron and the Osprey. The threatened species observed was the Double-crested
Cormorant. {See attached list).

2. WETLAND INDENTIFICATION

The E.LS. identified six wetlands in the Bolz Road Corridor. An additional two wetlands not
identified by the E.LS. were found along the bike path north of Bolz Road. The wetland
occurred on the east and west of the path and continued north out of the bridge corridor. (See
Plant List). These wetlands are in an area that could be impacted by the placement of bridge
pilings. No threatened or endangered plants or animals were found.

3. VEGETATION AND COVER TYPE

Brunner Farm—The upland forest located on the west bank of the Fox River consisted of Red,
White and Bur Oak. The under story was mostly Buckthomn and Box Elder with some Sugar
Maple. Leatherwood and Bishops Cap both considered rare in Kane County (Kane County Wild
Plants & Natural Areas, 2nd Edition by Dick Young) were reported from the area but were not
found. (See an attached plant list). No threatened or endangered animals were found.

Angelina Road--The area located east of Angelina Road and west of the bike path was classified
as floodplain forest. This area was not identified in the E.I.S. Report. The vegetation in this area
was dominated by Cottonwood trees, Black Willow and Canary Grass. (See an attached plant
flist). This area could also be impacted by the placement of bridge pilings. No threatened
endangered plants or animals were found.

Hickory Hills Park--The park is located in Carpentersville north of Woodland School. The park’s
vegetation is former pastureland, savanna and upland Oak Hickory forest. No wetlands were
found in the park. No threatened or endangered plants or animals were found in the park. (See
Plant List).
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4. FIELD NOTES: Plant List of Hickory
Hiils Park

Shag Bark Hickory - Carya ovata

White Oak - Quercus alba

Bur Oak - Quercus marcoccarpa

Red Oak - Querus rubra

Rock Elm - Ulmus thomasi

Slippery Elm -Ulmus rubra

Box Elder - Acer negundo

Green Ash - Frayinum pennyivania
Black Cherry - Prunus serotina

Common Buckthorn - Rhamnus cathartica
Tartarian Honeysuckle - Concera tatarica
Smooth Sumac - Rhus glabra

Small White Aster - Aster vimineus

Old Field Goldenrod - Solidago rugosa
Virginia Creeper - Partenocissus
quinguefolia

Poison Ivy - Rhus radicans

Hungarian Brome - Bromus inermis
Giant Foxtail - Setaria faberii

Wild Grape - Vitis riparia

Mullen - Verbascum thapsas

Black Raspberry - Rubus occidentalis
False Nettle - Bohemeria cylindrica
Black Nightshade - Solanum americanus
Chickory - Chickorium intybus

Common Milkweed - Asclepias sullivantii

Plant List of Area East of Angelina PI.
Wild Bean - Phaseolus polystachios
Wild Strawberry - Fragarsia viginiana
Old Field Goldearod - Solidago rugosa
Virginia Creeper - Partenocissus
quinquefolia

Cottonwood -Popufus deltoides

Green Ash - Fraxinus pennsylvanica
Black Willow - Salix nigra

Wild Carrot - Daucus carota

Canary Grass - Phalaris arundinacea
Red Cedar - Juniperus virginiana
Black Locust - Robinia pseudoacaia

Smooth Sumac - Rhus glabra

Common Buckthorn - Rhamnus cathartica
Black Raspberry - Rubus occidentalis
Multiflora Rose - Rosa mudtiflora

Plant List of Area West of Bike Path
Moneywort - Lysimachia nummularia
Clearweed - Pilea pumila

Box-elder - Acer negundo

Wild Grape - Vitis riparia

Ground-tvy - Glechoma hederacea
Green Ash - Fraxinus pennsyivanica
Catnip - Nepeta cataria

Common Nightshade - Solanum nigrum
Small White Aster - Aster vimineus

Old Field Goldenrod - Solidago rugosa
Silver Maple - 4cer saccharinum

False Nettle - Boeameria cylindrica
Slippery Elm - Ulmus rubra

Sawtooth Sunflower - Helianthus annus
Wild Geranium - Geranium maculatum

Plant List of Area East of Bike Path
Clearweed - Pilea pumila

Common Nightshade - Solanum nigrum
Virginia Creeper - Parienocissus
quinguefolia

Orange Jewelweed - Impatients capensis
Wild Geranium - Geranium maculatum
Green Ash - Fraxinus pennsylvanicus
Box-elder - acer negundo

Common Buckthorn - Rhamnus cathartica
Wild Strawberry - Fragarsia virginia
Cottonwood - Populus deltoides

Note: Water source for the wetlands east
and west of the bike path is a culvert that
runs uader Wiiliams Road to the bike

path.
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Plant List of Fred Brunner Property

Sugar Maple - Acer Saccharum

Bur Oak - Quercus macrocarpus, up to 25"
. in diameter

Shagbark Hickory - Grary ovata, up to 9" in

diameter

Slippery Elm - Ulmus rubra

Northern Catalpa - Catalpa speciosa

Green Ash - Fraxinum pennsylvanica

Black Cherry - Prunus serotina

Ground Ivy - Glechoma hederscea

Red Qak - Quercus rubra, up to 34" in dia.

Orange Jewelweed - Impatients capensi

Beggars Ticks - Bidens frondosa

Basswood - Tilia americana

Silver Maple - Acer saccharinum

American Elm - Ulmus americuana

White Oak - Quercus alba, upto 17" in

diameter

False Nettle - Boehmeria cylindrica




FIELD NOTES: Bolz Road Bird Study

Date: Sept. 8, 1998

Time: 8:30 AM

Observers: Pat Kirmse, Doug Ehomn
Location: Fly by at 18N038 Angelina P1.,
Carpentersville I1.

Species: Double-crested Cormorant

Date: Sept. 8, 1998

Time: 12:58 PM

Observer: Pat Kirmse

Location: Fly by at northeast corner of Bolz
Rd. and Williams Rd, Carpentersville I1.
Species: Sharp-shinned Hawk

Date: Sept. 8, 1998

Time: 1:33 PM

Observer: Pat Kirmse

Location: West bank of the Fox River
directly across from 18N038 Angelina P1.,
Carpentersville I1. :
Species: Black-crowned Night Heron, an
adult and immature were observed roosting
in a dead tree.

Date: Sept. 9, 1998

Time; 9:48 AM to 10:40 AM

Observer: Pat Kirmse

Location: West bank of Fox River directly
across from 18N038 Angelina PI.,
Carpentersville 1.

Species: Blue Jay, Mourning Dove,
American Crow, Canada Goose, Eastern
Kingbird, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Belted
Kingfisher, Turkey Vulture, American
Robin, American Goldfinch.
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Date: Sept. 10, 1998

Time: 8:00 AM to 9:00 AM

Observer: Pat Kirmse

Location: Location: West bank of the Fox
River directly across from 18N038 Angelina
Pl., Carpentersvilie Ii.

Species: Blue Jay, Canada Goose, Mallard
Duck, Ring-billed Gull, Belted Kingfisher,
Great Blue Heron.

Date: Sept. 11, 1998

Time: 6:15 PM to 7:00 PM

Observer: Pat Kirmse

Location: West bank of the Fox River
directly across from 18N038 Angelina
Pl,Carpentersville Ii.

Species: Great Blue Heron, Mourmning Dove,
Blue Jay, Mallard Duck, Belted Kingfisher,
Ring-billed Gull, Wood Duck, Red-
shouldered Hawk, Immature Black-crowned
Night Heron, Adult Black-crowned Night
Heron, American Robin, Chimney Swift.

Date: Sept. 13, 1998

Time: 6:15 PM to7:00 PM

Observer: Pat Kirmse

Location: West bank of the Fox River
directly across from 18N038 Angelina P1.,
Carpentersville II.

Species: Osprey, Blue Jay, Redwing
Blackbird, American Crow, Wood Duck,
Mallard Duck, Great Egret, Belted
Kingfisher, Great Blue Heron, Ring-billed
Gull, Chimney Swift.




County Hearings on Bolz Highway

. ,H}ﬂ 0 July 1998
In October 1997 Cty Bd Chairman Mike McCoy was quoted by two local papers
saying that the outcome of the Nov. 1997 would weigh heavily in the county boards
decision to find a place for a new bridge. _ ‘
On Nov. 1997, 3,126 Dundee Township residents voted against the Bolz corridor

even though it was promised that 80% of the funding was coming from the federal
government. ' '

Now, mine months later, the Bolz corridor is one of a handful of sites being
considered for construction. The voters said no, funding has gone from 80% federal to
95% local and the county board still isn’t sure whether no really means no.

Not only do you not have anything approaching the kind of money you need to
build this boondoggle, it doesn’t begin to solve the problem that we have here -
congestion! According to a recent ruling of the US District Court in [llinois in Jan. of -
1997. [there is a] “...consensus of expert and legal opinion that expanded road capacity
generates changes in travel and land activities.” That consensus says that increased road
capacity means more people travel more often and go longer distances. Mark Hansen
(“Do New Highways Generate Traffic?.” Access, UC a Berkeley, Fall 1995)) concluded
that at the metropolitan level, 90% of increased road capacity is filled with new traffic '
within four years. Other studies have reached the same conclusion.

The gridlock we have now will be increased by the additional 90% of traffic that
goes on a 5.5 mile, four lane highway. Add the increased traffic drawn to Algonquin’s
plans for a new big box retail/industrial corridor and the congestion becomes even more
impossible. Thousands of new homes will be built at the end of the new highway
(squarely in the middle of the critical growth corridor in the County’s 2020 Plan). That
" will create the demand for a dozen or more.new schools in District 300. A district that is
so critically short of space that it went to the taxpayers for the second time in a year for

additional building funds. After being turned down twice District is looking at boundary
_changes, split sessions and year around school to have space for the children who are
already here. And you think Dundee township residents want to spend 50 to 60 million
tax dollars to create more congestion? ' ' ‘

The majority of Algonquin residents will escape these taxes because they live m
McHenry County! Who can blame the Algonquin city council and the McHenry County
Board for supporting this project in a big way? Kane Cty taxpayers spend 50 milfion of
local tax funds, use scarce federal matching funds and have the noise, pollution and law
enforcement costs to build a road that will enable Algonquin to develop-a new
commercial/industrial corridor and McHenry Cty residents to by-pass the gridlock in
downtown Algonquin and get to their homes and businesses in McHenry. Algonquin and
McHenry are ecstatic!!! It is the deal of the century for them!!



_ Meanwhile, Kane Cty taxpayers will still have to pay for the road improvements -
that will really relieve our congestion plus the new congestion generated by this
ill-conceived bridge. ' '

The Bolz highway will provide a direct link between the newly expanded
intersection of Ris 62, 68, and 59 and the critical growth cormndor west of Algonquin in
which the unanimously adopted Kane Cty 2020 Plan says ... “it is critical to prevent -
urban sprawl.” (Kane County 2020 Land Resource Management Plan, P. 70)

" The National Academy of Sciences panel reviewing this issue concluded that new
road capacity in urban fringe areas generally induces new development and significant
new automobile travel .

“Finding !; Additions to highway capacity that reduce the cost of travel
have a decentralizing effect on urban development. This effect 1s most
pronounced when the added capacity provides improved access 10
developable land in outlying areas.”

This bridge/highway corridor subverts the Kane County 2020 Landuse Plan and
will significantly increase the congestion that is paralyzing this area now. We can’t
afford this corridor and it will take a decade or more to get it built when we get our 98%
local cost share. We need relief now. Widen the rest of Randall Rd., add turning bays to
existing roads and widen some of them. Plana bridge that meets our needs not federal
interstate highway funding guidelines., Listen to the 3,126 voters who said NO, we do
not want to build the Bolz Highway corridor! '

o Aans
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Village of Algonquin

The Gem of the [fox River Valley

June 15, 1998

Michael W. McCoy, Chairman and

Kane County Board Members

KANE COUNTY )
719 S. Batavia Avenue

Building A

Geneva, IL 60134

RE: Bolz Road River Crossing and Right-of-Way Extension
Dear Chairman McCoy and County Board Members:

As you may know, the Village of Algonquin has supported the development of the Bolz Road
bridge and regional transportation corridor. This proposed improvement would not only benefit
the Algonquin area, but also most of northern Kane County as has been justified in the traffic
studies that have been completed over the last several years by your consultants. To this end, the
Village of Algonquin has cooperated to the fullesi extent possible by recognizing that corridor
within its Comprehensive Plan. Following establishment of the plan, the Village has initiated
implementation of this plan by requiring property annexations within the area of the corridor to
dedicate the full 150° right-of-way, and, in addition, to construct a two lane curb and gutter
roadway so as to minimize future costs and impact in the area. No other corridor being studied
in Kane County, that I am aware of, has experienced as much cooperation and support which will
translate into a direct financial benefit 1o the tax payers of Kane County than what has been
implemented by the Village of Algonquin,

Attached to this letter is the Village Engineer’s estimates of today’s cost savings that will not be
incurred with the development of the Bolz Road bridge and corridor (identifies Longmeadow
Parkway within the Village limits of Algonquin} due to the Village’s efforts. From this analysis,
you can sce that there is a length of 11,600 feet of right-of-way (150 foot average width)
consisting of approximately 40 acres of land that would not need to be purchased. Assuming a
$30,000 per acre purchase price, a cost savings of over $1.2 million will be realized with the
development of this corridor. In addition to the right-of-way, the construction of a roadway
within the jurisdiction and control of the Village of Algonquin for the same 11,600 foot length
will also result in over $2 million of storm sewer, curb, gutter, pavement, and restoration that
will not be necessary for full construction of the corridor. Certainly, the bridge structure crossing
the Fox River is.the most significant cost to the whole project.

Village Halt o 2200 Harnish Dirive ¢ Aloonouin, THineis 60102,5995  §847/A58.,2700 ¢ TTax 45841564
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lerra. C u 1'North LaSalle St., Suite 4242, Chicago, IL 60602

Hlinois Chapter = - ' (312) 251-1680 » (312) 251-1780 (FAX)
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August 6, 1998

Mr. John P.'Kos, PE. " - . DISTR -
Districs Erginess. Drurict © |

it Dopamnof Tamporion WSTRICT ONE
201 W, Center Court : : :

Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096 - - | AUG 11 1998

Attention: Ms. Nancy L. Magnus BUREAU OF LOCAL

RE:  Fox River Bridge Crossings ‘
Federal Document No.: FHWA-IL-EIS-93-01-D/4f

Dear Mr. Kos:

The Illinois Chapter of the Sierra Club comments on the above-referenced document as

follows: '

1. The alternatives analysis and consideration of the no build alternative is
inadequate. There is no reason to believe that new development will necessarily
occur further west if new bridges are not built. It is not enough to state baldly that
lack of bridges will lead to spraw! further west. (see pp. 3-2).

2. The Red Gate Corridor has numerous unacceptable impacts on forest preserves,

historic properties and existing homes. It clearly must be rejected.

3. The Illinois Route 56/0ak Street Corridor proposal is unnecessary in view of
other recent transportation developments. :

Sincerf_:ly,

Albert F. Ettinger
Water Issues Coordinator and
Counsel '

AFE:ndb
I\Water\K0S-001 doc

- One Earth, One Chance )
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November 17, 1998

S Penesr DISTRICT ONE

41W011 Burlington Road
St, Charles, 11 60175 LoV 59 1999
Dear Mr. Skidmore:
” BUREAU OF LOCAL
The Sierra Club has long been orest Preserves in

Kane County or clsewhere for bridge or highway construction. In 1892, John Muir
founded the Sierra Club to "enjoy, promote and protect the wild places on earth”. The
Kane County Forest Preserves may not be wild, but they are open space, protected and
"held in public trust".

They provide for a quality of life not equaled by a 2 week vacation in the mountains, on a
ski slope or at the beach once a year. Forest preserves arc home to numerous plants and
animals, enjoyed by the citizens of Kane County on a year round basis as well as bike
trails, ski trails and simply places fo sit under a tree and dream. A weekend bike trip or
hike is frequently the goal at the end of a stressful week at work, school or at home. To
bisect anry of these areas with a bridge is to fragment the mited greenway that we so often
hear the forest preserves board members and staff talk about.

We have reviewed the EIS and can see nothing except a disrupfive way of life for
Kane County residents, flora and fauna if a bridge is constructed on any forest preserve
land. Following are a few specifics that we would like you to consider:

A According to the mission statement of the Forest Preserve District, "forest preserves
are land held in public trust”. No where docs it statc until such a time as that land might be
used for other means.

B. Kane County has the Icast amount of preserved land of any of the collar counties,

not a record to be proud of.
C. Parking is presently allowed on both sides of the Rt 64 bridge in Si Charies. Is this

the best use of a highway in an area alleged to be a "bottleneck” of traffic woes? Have all
prudent means been exhausted to solve traffic problems?

As you contemplate the best solutions for the traffic problems of Kane County, we
ask that you kecp uppermost in mind, the quality of life of all Kane County residents.

Sincerely
Fran Caffee Vice Chair
Sierra Club:Valley of the Fox Group
cc:  Michael McCoy, Kane County Board Pres.
Jack Cook, FPDKC Pres.
FPDKC Board Members

& e
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Friends of the Fox Rwer . PO Box 1314 « Crystal Lake, [L 60039-1314 « 847-842-8500
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FOX RIVER “"“k 07 LOCAL
wwosd £ STREETS
Mr. John P. Kos, P.E. August 14, 1998

District Engineer, District One
Iilinois Department of Transportation
201 W. Center Court

Schaumburg, I1. 60196-1096

Dear Mr. Kos:

Friends of the Fox River (FOFR) would like to express the following comments with
regard to the Fox River “new bridge” study:

1) There appears to be a very shallow analysis of “no-build” and “congestion
management” alternatives. Many of the presumptions of negative impacts under these
two alternatives seem illogical and questionable. For instance the following statements
are mistated:

(P.3-1) “with no new crossings, existing communities will find congestion
increasing across the Fox River.” (FOFR comment: the implication is that with bridges
congestion will not increase, or increase less, a certainly doubtful situation.)

"(P.3.1) “as a result of increased development and the automobile dependency
caused by dispersed development, traffic volumes will increase.” (FOFR comment: This
is of course a self-fullfilling prophecy. If dispersed development is dependent on a
dispersed road system, than dispersing new bridges will increase auto dependency.)

(P.3-2) “a sense of community from the sharing of municipal services and other
facilities will be diminished as trips within a shorter area become more difficult.” (FOFR
comment: additional congested roads and bridges could be argued to break up existing
communities as well. Our sense of community is strongest in our neighborhoods and in
the sharing of a beautiful valley landscape, and not in our shared municipal services. )

(P.3-4) “with the dispersed spatial and temporal crossings of the Fox River, it is
not expected that TDR could appreciably affect the capacity shortfall...”) (FOFR
comment: We agree, that is why additional! dispersed spatial and temporal crossings
should not be allowed. If allowed, than the study should truthfully state that one of the



intended consequences of the expanded number of crossings is to insure that TDR
techniques will never work in the Fox River valley communities.

2) There is no recognition in the Impact Statement that computers and communication
advances are changing our society and the way in which we work, shop, and travel. All of
the discussion in the Impact Statement seems to imply that the work and shopping trips
observed in the past will be the same in the future. FOFR would suggest that this is
obviously not true. These patterns are shifting already to more work stations at home, less
daily commuting, and more shopping from the home computer terminal. This study is
seriously flawed in its basic assumptions from the very beginning by not even attempting
to recognize the resulting shifts in travel patterns which will have a very real impact on
any needs analysis for additional bridges.

3) The Fox River communities have made enormous strides in creating a quality of life
which preserves sensitive environmental habitats and open space preserves, which
respects the beautiful river and valley landscapes, which reinvests in older downtown
communities, and which depends on a growing pedestrian and bike trail system for local
transportation movements to jobs, shopping, and other activities. The bridge crossings
being proposed in this study in all circumstances do damage to these quality of life

features.

For these reasons Friends of the Fox River can not support the narrow focus and
recommendations of this study.

Sincerely,

%4/7?‘5 Z,/k; 1o Anbciso

Kathe Lacey-Anderson
President
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Robert Skidmore

Special Projects Engineer

Kane County Division of Transportation
41W011 Burlington Road

St. Charles, IL 60175

Dear Mr. Skidmore:

Openlands Project appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Draft
Fox River Bridge Study Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f)
Evaluation (EIS) for the five bridge corridors under consideration by the Kane
County Board. Openlands Project is a 35-year old non-profit conservation
organization that seeks to increase and enhance public open space.

Open space is a vital component of this region's infrastructure --
contributing to the livability, vitality and economic success of northeastern
Ilinois. As the Kane County Board plans to improve transportation through
construction of one or more bridges over the Fox River, it must consider, ina
meaningful way, the importance of this "green infrastructure.” Openlands urges
the Kane County Board to carefully consider ail alternatives available, and to
make every effort to protect and enhance open space as plans are made to
alleviate Kane County’s congestion problems.

Although Openlands Project has not taken a position on the need for
construction of any new bridge over the Fox River, we do have several serious
concerns about the effects certain alternatives would have on open space.
Openlands has reviewed the EIS and would like to make the following
comments: '

Openlands Project opposes the use of Forest Preserve District property
for construction of a new bridge over the Fox River. In particular, Openlands is
concerned about the adverse effects on Forest Preserve District property and the
negative precedent that will be set by such proposals.

In the North Region, the Bolz Road Corridor would cut through a

portion of the Algonquin Shores Forest Preserve, segmenting a linear corridor
used by wildlife. In the Central Region, a similar, but even greater disruptive
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effect would occur in the Red Gate Road Alignments B and C. Here, Alignment
B would segment the north portions of the Fox River Bluff East (a.k.a. Severson
Forest Preserve) and West (a.k.a. Red Gate Forest Preserve) Forest Preserves,
and Alignment C would cut through the middie of the Fox River Bluff West
Forest Preserve bisecting the holding.

The effect of construction on these Forest Preserve holdings would be
severe and forever. Such land provides habitat required by birds, mammals, and
the whole interdependent network of life. Large Forest Preserve holdings act as
a linear corridor for the movement of wildlife. The placement of a roadway
through such lands will result in increased wildlife accidents and a lost
opportunity to restore and preserve the flora and fauna of the region. It will also
diminish the quality of life for all who use the Forest Preserves. Recreational
activities will become marred by noise and fumes from nearby vehicular traffic
and from the negative impact of runoff from the roadways in the Forest
Preserves.

Further, to set a precedent which dictates that the Forest Preserves can be
swapped and lost to infrastructure improvements is dangerous in light of the
enormous onslaught of growth that is forecasted for the year 2020. Between
1970 and 1990, the population increased in the Chicagoland region by only 4%,
yet there was a 46% increase in residential land consumption. It is forecasted
that population will increase by nearly 2% by the year 2020, With this growth,
the pressures on open space will only get worse.

As a result, Openlands Project believes that we should be zealously
guarding and protecting the public open space that still remains -~ rather than
fragmenting it with further infrastructure.

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns.

Sincerely,

I O e 2 VOO A
e

Jonathan E. Beck
Policy Coordinator

cc Jack Cook, Kane County FPD
Jon Duerr, Kane County FPD





